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With the basics behind you, it's timeto start creating your first HTML pages. As has already been
mentioned, the basic building block of an HTML pageistext. To create these pages, al you really need isa
text editor and a Web browser for testing your creation (you'll eventually need a graphics program to create
and edit your graphics, too). So let's ook at the basic tools for Web publishing, and then create your own
HTML template.

The Toolsfor Web Publishing

I've already mentioned it above-all you need is atext editor. In Windows 95, that's Notepad or WordPad.
For Mac users, SimpleText is the perfect HTML editor. UNIX users can opt for VI or Emacs. Basically, al
you need to remember isthat HTML pages, while they include the . ht mor . ht ml file extensions, are ssmply
ASCII text files. Any program that generates ASCI| text fileswill work fine asan HTML editor-even a
word processor like WordPerfect or Microsoft Word.

ITip |
If you create an HTML page in aword processor, don't forget to use the Save As
command to saveit asan ASCII text file.

You'll aso need aWeb browser to check on the appearance of your Web page as you create it. All Web
browsers should have the ability to load local pages from your hard drive, just as they can load HTML pages
across the Web. Check the menu of your Web browser (if it's agraphical browser) for acommand like File,
Open (seefig. 6.1).
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Y ou may have heard of some dedicated HTML editing programs that are designed to make your work in
HTML easier. They do indeed exist, and they can be very useful. Unfortunately, many of them also hide the
HTML codes from the designer, so they would be difficult for usto use as you learn how HTML works.
Once you understand HTML, though, it can be a great benefit to use one of these browsers. I'll talk about
some of them in Chapters 27, 28, and 29.

Document Tags

The first HTML tags you're going to look at are the document tags. These are the tags that are required for
every HTML page you create. They define the different parts of the document.

Just like amagazine article, an HTML document has two distinct parts-a head and a body. The head of the
HTML document is where you enter the title of the page. It's also used for some more advanced commands
that you'll study later in Chapters, 10, 19, 22 and 23.

To create the head portion of your HTML document and to give the document atitle, type the following in
your text editor:

<HEAD>
<TI TLE>My First Page</TI TLE>
</ HEAD>

ThistellsaWeb browser what information should be considered to be in the head portion of of the
document, and what it should call the document in thetitle bar of the browser window.

If you've got a head, then you'll need a body, right? The body is where you'll do most of your work-you'll
enter text, headlines, graphics, and all your other Web goodies. To add the body section, start after the
</ HEAD> tag, and enter the following:

<BODY>

</ BODY>

Between these two tags, you'll eventually enter the rest of the text and graphics for your Web page.

There's one last thing you need to consider. In order that all Web browsers understand that thisisan HTML
document (remember that you're saving it as ASCII text, so the browser could be confused), you need to add

some tags on either side of the head and body tags you've created. Above the first <HEAD> tag, enter the
following:

<HTM_>

After the last </ BODY> tag, type the following:

</ HTML>
Now, at least as far as your Web browser is concerned, you have a complete Web document!

Example: Creatingan HTML Template
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Let's take what you know and create atemplate. By saving this template as a generic text file, you'll have a
quick way to create new HTML files-ssimply load the template and use the File, Save As command to save it
as your new Web page.

Start by entering the following in ablank text file:

<HTM_>

<HEAD>

<TI TLE>Enter Title Here</TITLE>
</ HEAD>

<BODY>

</ BODY>
</ HTM_>

And that'sit. Now savethisas an ASCII text filecaled t enpl at e. ht i (Or t enpl at e. ht mif you're using
DOS or Windows 3.1). Now, whenever you're ready to create anew HTML document, simply load
t enpl at e. ht ml into your text editor and use the Save As command to renameit.

|Note |

If you use aword processor to create your HTML files, you may notice that
sometimes you get more than one option for saving files as ASCII text. So which one
isright? Fortunately, it doesn't really matter. The big problem comesin editing the
text on different platforms since DOS-based machines (including Windows) and Macs
treat returns and linefeeds differently. If you plan to edit a Mac-created HTML file on
a DOS machine, for instance, choose DOS text when you save it. Funny little newline
characters will now appear in aMac text editor, but everything will ook good on the
DOS side.

Example: Hello World

When learning a new programming language, it's traditional that the first program you create is designed to
say "Hello World." Well, HTML isn't a programming language-but | can use the Hello World exampleto
prove that your template is a complete Web document.

Load thetenpl ate. ht M fileinto your text editor, and use the Save As command to rename it
hel I o_wor | d. ht M or something similar. Now, edit the document so that it looks like this:

<HTM_>

<HEAD>

<TI TLE>Hel | o Worl d Page</TI TLE>
</ HEAD>

<BODY>

Hel l o Worl d!

</ BODY>

</ HTM_>

Select the File, Save command from your text editor. Now load your Web browser and select the Open File
(or similar) command from the File menu. In the dialog box, find the document hel | o_wor | d. ht mi and
select OK to load it into your Web browser. If everything goes as planned, your browser should display
something similar to figure 6.2.
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And that's a Web page!

Understanding Tags. Container and Empty Tags

In creating your HTML template, you've aready dealt with some of the most basic tagsin HTML. Thefirst
thing you should notice about these HTML tagsisthat all tagsinclude < and > on either side of the tag's
command. Thisis how HTML recognizes tags. If you don't use the brackets, then a Web browser will
assume your commands are text that you want displayed-even if that text isthe sameasan HTML
command.

While aWeb browser would consider the following to be atag:

<HTM_>

that same Web browser would interpret the following as text to be displayed on-screen:

HTML

Tip |
Tags are not case-sensitive, so they don't have to be all uppercase-even though that's
how they appear in this book. | suggest you type them as uppercase, though, since it
makes them stand out in your text editor.

Because tags aren't considered text by the document, they also don't show up in the document. If the
browser interprets something as atag, it won't appear in the browser window.

Container Tags

Y ou may have noticed that for every tag, such asthetitle tag, you actually entered two different HTML
commands-an "on" tag and an "off" tag. The off tag is the same as the on tag, except for the/ after the <.

In HTML, tags that include both an on and an off tag are called container tags. These tags wrap around text
in your document and perform some sort of formatting on the text. They hold, or contain, the text between
the two tags. Thetitle, HTML, head, and body tags are all container tags-the relevant text goes between the
on and off tags.

Container tags always have the following form:

<TAG>text being formatted or defi ned</ TAG

In fact, you've already been introduced to afairly common container tag in the first chapter of this book, the
<EM> (emphasis tag). An example of the emphasis tag would be:

Here's some <EMbreal ly inportant </ EM> text.

Because <EM> isan implicit formatting tag, it's up to the browser to decide what to do to the text between
the on and off tags. But only thewordsreal | y i nportant will be affected in this example, since they're
the only text that is being "contained" by the tags.

Empty Tags
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All other tagsin HTML fall into one other category, called empty tags. These tags have only an on tag-there
are no off tags. The reason for thisis that empty tags don't act on blocks of text. Instead, they do something
al on their own. An example of thiswould be the <HR> (horizontal rule) tag. Thistag draws aline across the
width of your document. For example:

The following is a horizontal |ine:

<HR>
The rest of this is just nmore text.

When viewed in aWeb browser, the two sentences will be separated by a horizontal line, asin figure 6.3.

Entering Paragraph Text on Your Web Page

With your template prepared, and with an understanding of the two types of tagsin HTML, you're ready to
enter text on aWeb page. As mentioned earlier, al the text that you enter on a page should come between
the <BODY> and </ BODY> tags. Like <EM>, the body tags are container tags that tell aWeb browser what parts
of the HTML document should be displayed in the browser window.

Y ou've seen that you can just type text into an HTML document and it will be displayed in the browser.
Technically, though, most of the text you type should be in another container tag: the <P> (paragraph) tag.
Thistag is used to show a Web browser what text in your document constitutes a paragraph. For the most
part, Web browsers ignore more than one space between words and will ignore returns that you add to your
HTML filewhile you're creating it.

In order to give the appearance of paragraphs, then, you have to use the paragraph container tag. The
paragraph tag uses the following format:

<P>Here is the text for mnmy paragraph. It doesn't matter how long it is, how many

spaces are between the words or when | decide to hit the return key. It will create a
new paragraph only when | end the tag and begin wth another one.
</ P>

<P> Here's the next paragraph. </P>
INote |

Although it is technically a container tag, the </ P> tag is not required at the ends of
paragraphs by HTML 2.0. Thistends to cause alittle confusion. Many people end up
using <P> as an empty tag, assuming that it's designed to insert aline break at the end
of paragraphs (or even to create multiple blank lines). That's not its purpose. Using
<P> as acontainer, as I've shown previoudy, gets the most reliable resultsin all
different types of browsers. In the spirit of good HTML, the container is used to
isolate all the text you want to call a"paragraph.” Then it lets the browser render that
in the way its programmers feel is most appropriate.

Like the emphasis tag, the paragraph container tells the Web browser that all of the text between the on and
off tagsisin asingle paragraph. When you start another paragraph, the Web browser will drop down aline
between the two.
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Here's that same example, except you'll throw in some spaces. Remember, spaces and returns almost never
affect the way the text will be displayed on the screen. In a paragraph container, the browser will ignore
more than one space and any returns.

<P>Here is the text for my paragraph.

It doesn't natter howlong it is, how many spaces are between the words
or when | decide to hit the return key. It will create a new paragraph
only when | end the tag and begin with another one. </P>

<P> Here's the next paragraph. </ P>

Both this example and the previous example will be displayed in the Web browser in exactly the same way.

The<sr> Tag for Line Breaks

But what if you want to decide where aline is going to end Consider the example of entering an addressin a
Web document, as follows:

<pP>

Ri chard Smth
14234 Main Street
Anycity, ST 00001
</ P>

It looks about right when you type it into your text editor. However, when it displaysin a Web browser, it
looks like figure 6.4.

We aready know what the problem is: Web browsers ignore extra spaces and returns! But if you put each of
those lines in a paragraph container, you'd end up with a space between each line-and that would 1ook
wrong, too.

The answer is the empty tag <BR>, which forces aline return in your Web document. Properly formatted,
your address would look likethis:

<p>

Ri chard Sm t h<BR>
14234 Main Street <BR>
Anycity, ST 00001<BR>
</ P>

And it would look just right in your Web browser, just asin figure 6.5.
The Comment Tag
There's one other tag I'd like to discussin this chapter, called the comment tag. Thistag isfairly unique, in

that it's actually used to make the Web browser ignore anything the tag contains. That can be text, hypertext
links, image links, even small scripts and programs.

Tip |
It's best to delete obsolete links and tags from your documents, rather than just using
the comment tag. Some browsers will display certain tags even if they are
"commented out.”
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For now, you'll use the comment tag to hide text. The point in hiding the text isthat it allows you to create a
private message that isintended to remind you of something or to help those who view the rav HTML
document to understand what you're doing. That's why it's called the comment tag. For instance:

<I--This is a coimment that won't display in a browser-->

The comment tag isn't the most elegant in HTML, but it usually works. Anything you type between <! - -
and - - > should be ignored by the browser. Even multiple lines are ignored-as with most tags, the comment
tag ignores returns.

Generdly, you'll use the comment tag for your own benefit-perhaps to mark a point in a particular HTML

document where you need to remember to update some text, or perhapsto explain a particularly confusing
part of your page. Sinceit'sfairly easy for anyone to view your rawv HTML document, you might also use
the comment tag to create a copyright message or give information about yourself (see the sidebar).

Viewing the Sour ce of Web Pages |

Ever been out on the Web looking at a particularly well-designed HTML document-
and wondering how they did it?

If you'd like to, most browsers will let you view the document source for any Web
page they can load. This allows you to download the raw HTML codes and ASCI|I
text, just asif you'd created the page yourself.

To do this, select the View Document command in the Edit menu of your Web
browser (the command may differ dlightly, so look for asimilar nameif you can't find
View Document). What resultsisthe plain ASCII text file that was used to create that
Web page.

Depending on your browser, this source file will either be displayed in the browser
window, or saved to your hard drive and displayed in the default text editor. If the
source is displayed in the browser window, then select File, Save Asto save the
source to your hard drive.

Now you might be able to imagine how comments can come in handy. If you would
rather not have people copy and use the source from your Web pages (or if your pages
contain otherwise copyrighted material that you want to protect), you can use the
comment tag to let others know that you consider the page your property. For

instance:

<l--Contents of this docunent Copyright 1996 Todd Stauffer. Please do
not copy or otherw se reproduce the source HTM. code of this docunent
wi t hout pernission.-->

Of course, that's not to say that you shouldn't also offer a visible copyright notice or
other legal disclaimers. But comments within the code tend to talk directly to folks a
little more HTML-savvy. Using a comment tag like thisis a great way to encourage
other Web designers to ask you before using your HTML pages for their own private
use. (But if they don't ask, any legal problems are your own I'm afraid.)

INote |

Don't let this confuse you, but the comment tag is an unusual one. It's not really a
container tag, since it doesn't have two similar tags that are differentiated only by / in
the second tag. At the same time, it's difficult to describe as an empty tag, since it does
do something to text in the document.

Example: Creating a Complete Web Page
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Let's take everything you've learned and build a complete Web page. Start by loading the template and using
Save Asto create anew document for this example. (Call itt est 1. ht mi or something similar.)

Now, create a document that looks something like Listing 6.1. Y ou should have to change only the title text;
enter the other text between the body tags.

Listing6.1 test1. htmi Testing Tags

<HTM_>

<HEAD>

<TI TLE>The Testing Tags Page</TI TLE>

<I--This page is Copyright 1996 Todd Stauffer-->

</ HEAD>

<BODY>

<P>On this page we're reviewing the different types of tags that we've learned in this
chapter. For instance, this is the first paragraph. </ P>

<P>I n the second paragraph, |I'mgoing to include the name and address of one of ny
favorite people. Hopefully it's formatted correctly. <BR>

Tom Smi t h<BR>

1010 Lovers Lane<BR>

Anywhere, US 10001<BR>

</ P>

<HR>

<P>Now I'Il| start a <EMrconpletely new</EM> idea, since it's conming after a horizontal
l'ine. </ P>

<I--Don't forget to update this page with the conpletely new idea here.-->

</ BCDY>

</ HTML>

When you've finished entering the text and tags (you can use your own text if you like; just try to use all of
the tags we've reviewed in the chapter), use the Save command in your text editor. Now switch to your Web
browser, and load your new page using the Open File (or similar) command.

If everything went well, it should ook something like figure 6.6.

Review Questions

1. Isit necessary to use aspecia program to create HTML pages?

2. Inwhat file format are HTML pages saved? What file extension should be used for an HTML

document?

What are the three basic document tags?

What tag have you learned is appropriate for the head area of an HTML document?

What's the first thing you should do after loading an HTML template you've created into atext editor

program?

What is the main difference between container and empty tags?

Give one example of an empty tag.

Why is the comment tag different from most other container tags?

True or false. All text for your Web page should be typed between the body container tags.

10 Aside from line spacing, what is the main difference between the <BR> and <P> tags?

11. Use your Web browser to view and save the main source code for the following Web document:
http://www.ibm.com/index.html. (Y ou may also need to use atext editor, depending on your Web
browser's capabilities.)

a bk w

© N
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Review Exercises

1. Create adocument that uses nothing but <P> container tags to break up text. Then, create a document
that uses nothing but <BR> tags. What's the difference in your browser?

2. Try adding additional <P> or <BR> tags to your documents between lines or text or paragraphs. Do
they add extralinesin your browser? View them from more than one browser. (Hint: adding lines
between paragraphs for multiple <BR> or <P> tagsis not supported by the HTML standard, although
some popular browsers recognize them.)

3. Add astandard "header comment" to your template using the comment tag. Thisisagreat idea,
especidly if you develop HTML pages for your company-after all, documenting your efforts is what
the comment tag is al about. Here's an example for atemplate, which can be altered every time you
create a new document:

<l--

Page Designer: Todd A. Stauffer
Creation Date: 00 Month 9?
Revi si on Date: 00 Month 9?
File type: HTML 2.0 -->
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Chapter 7
Changing and Customizing HTML Text

CONTENTS
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HTML 2.0isastandard created after the fact. What | mean isthat HTML was already in wide use when the
standard was finally written. As aresult, there tend to be afew different ways to do the same things. You'll
take alook at most of them, and I'll try to explain the theory behind each. I'll also recommend one or two
options that best do what you're interested in accomplishing-and just |eave the rest of the options for you to
consult if the occasion ever demands.

Creating Headersand Headlines

One of the first things you might have wondered when you were entering text in Chapter 6 is, "How can |
change the size of the text?' HTML 2.0 doesn't have any explicit tags or commands for changing the font
size within a document (although Netscape HTML does). Instead, it relies on the implicit header tags to do
this.

Header tags are containers, and unlike many other HTML tags, they double as paragraph tags. Ranging from
level 1to level 6, headers allow you to create different levels of emphasized headlines to help you organize
your documents. The following is an example; see figure 7.1 for the results:

<Hl>Header Level One is the largest for headlines or page titles</Hl>
<H2>Level Two is a little smaller for najor subheads</H2>

<H3>Level Three is again smaller, for m nor subheads</H3>

<P>This is regular text.</P>
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<H4>Level Four is about the sane size as regular text, but enphasized</ H4>
<H5>Level Five: again enphasized, but smaller than regul ar text</H5>
<H6>Level Six is generally the smallest header</H6>

Y ou cannot include a header tag on the same line as regular text, even if you close the header tag and
continue with unaltered text. A header tag has the same effect as a<P>, in that it creates a new line after its
"off" tag. The following:

<H1>This is a header</Hl> And this is plain text.
offers the same results as:

<H2>This is al so a header </ H2>
<P>And this is also plain text</P>

In both cases, the Web browser will place the header text and plain text on different lines, with the header
text appearing larger and the plain text appearing "normal” in size.

|Note |

The HTML standard technically requires that using a particular header level requires
that the larger header tags be used previously. So, for instance, if you use an <H2> tag,
you should have an <H1> tag somewhere before it. Very few browsers (if any) actually
require this and, for the most part, HTML designers use header tags as ssmply away
to change the size of text for emphasis. That's how | use them, even going so far asto
use <H5> or <He6> for "fine print" on my pages. If you're an absolute stickler for
standards, though, realize that it's more correct to only use header tags for true headers
in your documents, and then only in order (i.e., <H1>, <H2>, <H3>, and SO 0On).

Example: A Topical Discussion

Now, with the addition of the header tags, you're suddenly able to add alevel of organization to your pages
that was lacking previously. Using the horizontal line and emphasis tags you saw in Chapter 6, it's possible
to create a very useful text-oriented HTML document with what you now know.

Let's start just with headers and regular text. Load your HTML template into atext editor and saveit asa
new HTML document (header s. ht m or something similar). Then fill in the template's body section using
both header containers and paragraph containers (see Listing 7.1).

Listing 7.1 headers. htni TheTemplate¢ sHTML Body Section

<BCODY>

<H1>Wél cone to ny hone on the Web</Hl>

<P>Hi there! My name is Mark WIlianmson, and |I'm an active partici pant

in the Web. Aside fromny Internet journeys I'malso a big fan of the
science-fiction witer WlhelmNorris, and | |ove collecting nodels of

tel evisi on spacecraft. As far as the boring stuff goes, | work as a Maci ntosh
programer in Carmel, California.</P>

<H2>My Wor k</ H2>

<P>|'ve recently noved fromprogranmming in a Mcrosoft W ndows

environnent to a Macintosh environment, and | nust adnmit that |'ve been nore than a
little overwhel ned. Fortunately |'ve had good help fromlocal user groups and ny co-
wor kers...plus, they' ve introduced nme to some exceptional tools for Mc
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progranm ng. </ P>

<H3>Pr oGr aph</ H3>

<P>|f you've never worked in a visual programr ng environnment, you're

in for atreat. Wth nmy background in Wndows and UNI X C programm ng, | was surprised
how qui ckly | picked up this object-oriented concept. | definitely recomrend it!</P>
<H3>Met r oVer ks</ H3>

<P>| can't inmagine | even need to say anything about this. It's hands-down the best C
and C++ devel opnent environment ever created for Macintosh. In nmy opinion, it's the
best created for any platform </ P>

<H5>Thi s docunent contains opinions that are my own and do not

necessarily reflect those of ny enployer. </ H5>

</ BCDY>

Entering text and using header tags in this way allows us to create a document that has more of the feel of a
well-outlined magazine article, or even achapter in abook. Y ou may have noticed that this book uses
different-sized headlines to suggest that you're digging deeper into a subject (smaller headlines) or
beginning a new subject (bigger headlines). HTML allows you to do the same thing with the header tag (see
fig. 7.2).

Implicit and Explicit Text Emphasis

Implicit tags are those that allow the browser to choose, within limitations, how the marked-up text will be
displayed. Header tags are actually an example of an implicit tag, since the HTML designer has no control
over how much bigger or smaller a header tag will be. Although most browsers will render header tagsin
somewhat similar ways, others (for instance, nongraphical browsers) have to come up with another system
for emphasis, such as underlining or highlighting the text.

Because HTML was originally created with the overriding mission of being displayed on nearly any

computer system, implicit tags for emphasis were a necessity. HTML allows the designer to decide what
text will be emphasized. But only explicit tags tell the Web browser how to render that text.

Explicit Styles

Explicit tags are also often called physical tags, since they very specificaly tell the Web browser how you
want the text to physically appear. The browser is given no choice in the matter.

The basic explicit tags are containers that let the user mark text as bold, italic, or underlined (see Table 7.1).

Table7.1 HTML Physical Container Tags

[Tags IMeaning |
<>, </ B> Bold text |
l<i>, </1> |Italic text |
<>, </ b |lUnderlined text |
INote: |

Not al browserswill render underlined text (notable among them is Netscape
Navigator), because hypertext links are aso often displayed as underlined, which
could potentially be confusing.
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With these tags, the browser really has no choice-it must either display the text as defined or, if it can't do
that, then it must add no emphasis to the text. Thisis both good and bad for you as the designer. If you
prefer that text not be emphasized at al if it can't beitalic, for example, then you should use the <1 > tag.

Another feature of explicit (physical) tagsisthat they can generally be used in combination with other tags.
Asyou'll seein the next section, thisisn't aways a good ideawith implicit tags. For instance, most graphic
browsers will render the following example by applying both tags to the text (seefig. 7.3).

<H1><| >Wel comre Home! </ | ></ H1>
<B><|>This is bold and italic</I|></B>

Implicit HTML Tags

Implicit styles are often called logical styles, since they allow the browser some freedom in how it will
display the text. Thesetags, like the header tags, are generally relative to one another, depending on the
browser being used to view them. See Table 7.2 for some of the common implicit (logical) tags

Table 7.2 SomeBasic Logical HTML Tags

Tags |Meaning |Generally Rendered as... |
[<EM>, </ EMD | Emphasis Italic text |
|<STRONG>, </ STRONG> ||Strong emphasis  |[Bold text |
<TT>, </ TT> | Teletype |IMonospaced text |

Table 7.2 includes a section that tells you how these tags are often rendered in graphical Web browsers.
There's no rule for this, though, and the tags don't necessarily have to be rendered in that way.

There are two other distinctions between these tags and the physical tags (such as bold and italic) that
you've already discussed. First, these logical tags will always be rendered by any Web browser that views
them. Even text browsers (which are unable to show italic text) will display the <eM> or <STRONG> tags by
underlining, boldfacing, or highlighting the text.

Second, these tags are generally not effective when used together. Where <B><I >t ext </ | ></ B> will
sometimes offer useful results, <EM><STRONG>t ext </ STRONG></ EM> rarely will. Combining these tags with
other tags (such as header tags or physical tags) is often either ineffective or redundant.

|Note |

My warning about combining logical tagsisn't always applicable, even though it'sa
good rule to follow. Netscape Navigator, for instance, will render both <em> and
<STRONG> tags simultaneously with others. (Used together, the tags would result in
bold, italicized text in Navigator.)

Example: Physical versus L ogical

Here's agreat way to kill two birds with one stone. With this example you can get afeel for using both the
physical and the logical tags discussed above. At the same time, you can also test these tags in your browser
to see how they're displayed. (If you have more than one browser, test this examplein all of them. That way
you can see how different browsers interpret logical tags.)
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To begin, load your template file in atext editor, and rename it something intuitive, liket agtest 1. ht m .
Then, enter the text between the body tags as it appearsin Listing 7.2.

Listing 7.2 tagtest 1. t i HTML Body Tags Text

<BODY>

<pP>

This is a test of the <B>bold tag</B><BR>

This is a test of the <STRONG>strong enphasi s t ag</ STRONG<BR>

</ P>

<pP>

This is a test of the <I>italics tag</I|><BR>

This is a test of the <EMrenphasi s tag</ EM><BR>

</ P>

<pP>

This is a test of the <B><l>bold and italics tags together</I|></B><BR>
This is a test of the <STRONG><EMkstrong and enphasi s tags toget her </ EM>
</ STRONG><BR>

</ P>

<pP>

VWiile we're at it, does <U>underlined text</U> appear in this browser?<BR>
And what does <TT>tel etype text</TT> | ook |ike?<BR>

</ P>

</ BODY>

|Note

Remember that using <STRONG> and <EM> together is not recommended in the HTML
2.0 standard. We did it just as an example to see how it rendersin your browser.

When you've finished entering this text, save the file again in your text editor, then choose the Load File
command in your Web browser to display the HTML document. If you have other Web browsers, see how
those respond to the tags, too (seefig. 7.4).

Other Implicits: Programming, Quoting, and Citing

At the beginning of this chapter, | mentioned that the proliferation of HTML tags took place before the
standard was ever conceived of-which might explain some of the tags that we discuss in this section. For the
most part, these tags areimplicit (logical) and aimed directly at certain areas of expertise. At the same time,
however, the bulk of these tags will look exactly the same in aWeb browser.

Programmer'sHTML Tags

One of the early, more common uses for HTML was for documenting computer programs and offering tips
or advice to computer programmers. Part of the HTML 2.0 standard, then, offers some implicit (logical)
HTML tagsthat allow HTML designersto mark text in away that makesit easier to present computer
programming codes. Thosetagsarein Table 7.3.

Table7.3 HTML Tagsfor Computer Programming

[Tags IMeaning |Generally Rendered as... |
[<cope>, </ coe> |Programming lines |Monospaced (like<TT>) |
<KBD>, </ KBD> Keyboard text Monospaced
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<SAMVP>, </ SAVP> Sample output M onospaced
<VAR>, </ VAR> Variable |Italic

Notice that the majority of these tags are often displayed in exactly the same way-in the default monospaced
font for the browser. Then why use them?

First, not al browsers will necessarily follow the "general” way. Some browsers will actually render these
tagsin dightly different ways from one another, so that <savP>, for instance, might appear in adlightly
larger font than <CODE>.

|Note |

These tags had more meaning with earlier browsers like Mosaic, which used to allow
usersto define their own fonts and sizes for specific tags. In an erawhere browsers
give the designer control over actual font families and sizes (see Chapters 19 and 21),
these tags are used less and | ess.

Second, using thesetagsis agreat way to internally document your HTML pages, so that you can tell at a
glance what certain text is supposed to be. Thiswill help you later when you return to the document to
update it or fix errors-especially as the document becomes more complex.

Quoting, Citing, Definitions, and Addr esses
Along the same lines asthe HTML "programmer's’ tags, you have available certain implicit tags that work
as typographer's or publisher's codes. As shown in Table 7.4, these codes often work in ways similar to

others you've aready seen-with afew twists.

Table7.4 HTML Publisher-Style Tags

Tags Meaning Generally
Rendered as...
l<a TE>, </ O TE> ||Bibliographical citation |ltalic text |
|<BLOCKQUOTE>, </ BLOCKQUOTE> |Block of quoted text ~ |[Indented text |
|<DFN>, </ DFN> | Term definition |Regular text |
|<ADDRESS>, </ ADDRESS> ||Street or e-mail address  |Italic text |

Again, notice that the <CI TE> tag isn't going to be rendered any differently from the italics, emphasis, or
variable tags you've seen previously. The <DFN> tag is often not rendered as any special sort of text at all,
whereas the <ADDRESS> tag isidentical in function to theitalics tag.

So the best use for these tags (with the exception of the <BLOCKQUOTE> tag) is as internal documentation of
your HTML documents. Remember, of course, that some browsers may render them dlightly differently
from what is suggested in Table 7.4.

Example: Using the <BLockqQuore> and <ADDRESS> Tags
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The only really new tag in the Table 7.4 is the <BLOCKQUOTE> tag. Thistag usually indents the left margin of
regular text in the browser window, just as you might find a blocked quotation formatted in a printed
document.

Also as part of the tag, <BLOCKQUOTE> generally adds areturn or one extraline on either side of thetag, so
no paragraph tags are needed. Paragraph tags should, however, be used to contain text on either side of the
blockquote.

Although the <ADDRESS> tag is similar to italics or emphasis, I've thrown in an example of using it correctly.
Remember to include aline break after each line of the address.

To begin this example, create and save anew HTML document from the template you created in Chapter 6.
Enter Listing 7.3 between the body tags.

Listing 7.3 enphasi s. ht M The <BLOCKQUOTE> and <ADDRESS> Tags

<BODY>

<P>| believe it was Abraham Li ncol n who once said (enphasis is mne):
<BLOCKQUOTE>Four score and seven years ago our <B>forefathers</B> brought
forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in <l>liberty</I> and
dedicated to the proposition that all nen are created <EMrequal </ EM>.
</ BLOCKQUOTE>

It was something like that, wasn't it?

</ P>

<P>If you liked this quote, feel free to wite me at:<BR>

<ADDRESS>

Ri ch Menor y<BR>

4242 Suntin Street<BR>

Big City, ST 12435<BR>

</ ADDRESS>

</ P>

</ BCDY>

Notice that an off paragraph tag isn't required before you get into the address tag-remember, <ADDRESS>
works very much as italics does, and the <BR> tag is designed to work as well inside a paragraph container
as it does outside one. So you can put the paragraph tag after the address, to contain both address listing and
the text in the same paragraph.

What does al of thislook like? Take alook at figure 7.5. <BLOCKQUOTE>, unlike some of the tags you've
looked at, really does offer unique abilities that make it worth using in your documents.

Prefor matted Text

Are you ready to break some of the rules of HTML that I've been harping on over the last two chapters?
That's what you're about to do-in fact, you're going to break two. I've said over and over that the HTML 2.0
standard is not designed for layout. In fact, you haven't even learned how to put two blank lines between

paragraphs.

I've also said that spaces and returns in between tags (like the paragraph tag) don't matter. Well, there is at
least one exception to thisrule: the <PRE> tag.
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The <PRE> (preformatted text) tag is designed to allow you to keep the exact spacing and returns that you've
put between the on and off tags. The basic reasoning behind this tag is the notion that every oncein awhile
you'd like your text to stay exactly as you put it-for instance, in a mathematical formula, or if you create a
table. While there are other ways to do both tables and math, they don't fall under the HTML 2.0 standard.
On top of that, you can use <PRE> for a number of other reasons: lists, lining up decimals for dollar figures,
and even poetry.

Consider the following example:

<P>Ch beautiful, for spacious skies,
For anber waves of grain.

For purple nmountains' nmjesty,

Above the fruited plains. </ P>

Sureit'safamiliar refrain, but it won't look so familiar in abrowser if you leave it between paragraph tags.
Instead, you can use the <PRE> tag to keep things exactly the way you want them:

<PRE>Oh beautiful, for spacious skies,
For anber waves of grain.

For purple nmountains' nmjesty,
Above the fruited plains. </ PRE>

In abrowser, it'll ook exactly the way you want it to (seefig. 7.6).

Y ou may have noticed that the preformatted text isin a monospaced font-it will always be that way.
Otherwise, the <PRE> tag works pretty much like the paragraph font, except that it lets you decide where the
line breaks and spaces will appear. Look at the following example:

<PRE>I sinmply want to nmake this <B>really</B> clear to you.

</ PRE>

With the above code, the browser will display thisline in nearly exactly the same way as it would using the
<P> tag, except that it will be in amonospaced font, and the extra spaces and extra return will appear as

well. In fact, there will be two blank lines below the line of text-one for the return, and one for the </ PRE>
tag itself.

Y ou can even use the <PRE> tags to create extra lines in a document without typing any text between them.
This example adds two blank lines to a document:

<PRE>
</ PRE>

For each additional blank line you want to add, just press Enter after the first tag one time.

INote |

Thereis one potential drawback to the <PRE> tag. It doesn't allow the browser screen
to wrap text automatically-instead, users need to expand their browser window if you
use particular long lines within a<PRE> container. Just keep thisin mind, and make
sure your lines of text are reasonably short so that all browsers can view them without
scrolling.
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Example: Creating Your Own Layout with the <pre> Tag

Let'stake alook at a couple of different reasons why you might want to use the <PRE> tag in your HTML
documents. Start by loading your template and choosing the Save As command in your text editor to save
thefileaspre_test. htnl, or something similar.

Now between the body tags, let's create an example that uses some of the benefits of preformatting-the
ability to center text and choose your own margins, for example. How? Let's format some screenplay
dialogue (see Listing 7.4).

Tip |
Text between <PRE> tags is easier to align if you hit Enter after the on tag, then start
typing. Doing so will add an extra line, though.

Listing 7.4 pre_test. htm CreateYour Own Layout

<BCODY>

<P>

<TT>

<B>(Int) Rick's Apartnent, Late Afternoon</B><BR>

Rick is busying hinself with his personal conputer when Linda wal ks t hrough the door
fromthe kitchen. Startled, Rick bolts upright fromhis chair and swats frantically at
t he keyboard trying to make sonething di sappear. Linda noves closer to the
conput er. </ TT></ P>

<PRE>

Li nda
(conf used)
VWhat were you doi ng?

Ri ck
Just the finances.

Li nda
But you already printed checks
| ast Sunday.

Ri ck
| know. But Tuesday is when |, uh,
enter ny ganbling debts. (Sighs deeply.)
Honey, I'min big trouble.
</ PRE>
</ BODY>

It takes alittle tapping on the space bar, but with the <PRE> tag you can create some fairly elaborate layouts
for getting your point across-especialy when layout is just asimportant as the text itself. In abrowser, it
comes out looking like a big-budget picture script (seefig. 7.7).

Example: Using <pre> for Spacesand Tables

In the same way that you created the film script using the <PRE> tag, you can also format a primitive table
using the <PRE> tag along with some others. The key to making this work correctly is alignment. Realize
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that each space taken up by a character of an invisible tag (like <B>) will not appear in the browser's display,
so you'll need to compensate.

Tip |
One way to keep the columnsin atable straight is to type your table first, and then add
emphasis tags afterward.

Load your template and saveit aspre_t bl . ht mi . Now enter Listing 7.5 between the body tags.

Listing 7.5 pre_tbl . htm Creating Spacesand Tables

<BODY>

<PRE>

</ PRE>

<HR>

<H2>Price Per Itemin Bulk O ders</H2>

<PRE>

Quantity XJS100 R3S200 YJS50 MST3000
1-50 $40 $50 $75 $100
50- 99 $35 $45 $70 $95
100- 200 $30 $40 $65 $90
200+ $25 $35 $55 $75
</ PRE>

<H5>Prices do not include applicable sales taxes.</H5>
</ BODY>

Y ou may need to play with the spacing a bit to line everything up. Save the HTML document, then choose
the Open File command in your browser to proof it. Keep playing with it until it looks right.

Tip |
If you use a more advanced text editor or word processor, fight your urge to use the
Tab key to align <PRE> elements. Use the spacebar instead.

Once you have everything aligned correctly, it's actually afairly attractive and orderly little table (seefig.
7.8).

|Note |

Y ou may be tempted to use <B> or another emphasis tag for the column heads in your
table. Realize, however, that it is nearly impossible to align columns so that they will
appear correctly in every browser when one row is bold and other rows are plain text.
Different browsers make bold text a fraction wider than regular text, making the row
increasingly misaligned. Even if it looks good in your browser, chances are it won't
work in all of them.
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Review Questions

CoNoO~WNE

What are the other names for explicit and implicit tags?

What is the difference between an explicit and an implicit tag?

Why isthe <B> (bold) tag considered explicit?

Will the <1 > tag work in a text-based browser like Lynx? How about the <Em> tag?

What programmer's HTML tag is usually displayed differently from the others?

Why would you use a programmer's HTML tag?

Isit possible to have more than one paragraph of text in a single <BLOCKQUOTE> container?
What other common HTML tag is similar to the <PRE> tag?

Can you use other tags, such as <B> or <I >, within <PRE> containers?

Review Exercises

1.

Create a document that uses all of the different implicit and explicit layout tags discussed, and note
how your browser(s) render them. Also note what happens when you combine tags and view them in
your browser(s).

What creates spaces in your browser? Create a document that uses multiple <BR> and <P> tags, and
returns between <PRE> tags to add blank linesto your document. Then test the page in your browser
to see which are most reliable. (In most cases, it should be <PRE>, but it's interesting to note the
differences from browser to browser.)

Create a document using the <PRE> tag to work as an invoice or bill of sale, complete with aligned
dollar values and atotal. Remember not to use the Tab key and avoid using emphasis tags like <B>
or <EM> within your list.
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Chapter 8
Displaying Text in Lists

CONTENTS

e UsingListsin HTML
e Ordered and Unordered Lists
o Example: Formatting Within Lists
e Directories, Definitions, and Menus
o Directory and Menu Lists
o Definition Lists
o Example HTML Within Lists
o Nesting Tags and Combining List Types
o Nesting Tags
o Lists Within Lists
o Combining List Types
o Example: Nesting Definition Lists
e SUMmMary
e Review Questions
e Review Exercises

Y ou've probably all heard that one of the best ways to communicate a great deal of information in a short
amount of timeis by using bulleted lists to convey the message. That philosophy was not lost on the early
creators and designers of Web pages, and various tags allow for easy formatting of a number of styles of
lists, including both bulleted and nonbulleted incarnations.

Using Listsin HTML

List tags, like paragraphs and preformatted text, are generally HTML containers that are capabl e of
accepting other container and empty tags within their boundaries. These list tags are responsible for
affecting the spacing and layout of text, not the emphasis, so they are applied to groups of text, and allow
individual formatting tags within them.

Most HTML lists are created following the form:

<LI ST TYPE>

<ITEM> First itemin |ist
<| TEM> Second itemin |ist
<ITEM> Third item

</ LI ST TYPE>

Each of the items appears on its own line, and the <I TEM> tag itself is generally responsible for inserting
either abullet point or the appropriate number, depending on the type of list that's been defined. It's also
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possible that the <I TEM> tag could insert no special characters (bullets or otherwise), asis the case with
definition listings.

You'l look at each type in the following sections. The basics to remember are to use the main container tags
for list type and the individual empty tags to announce each new list item. The type of list you chooseis
basically a question of aesthetics.

Ordered and Unordered Lists

It might be better to think of these as numbered (ordered) and bulleted (unordered) lists, especially when
we're talking about their usein HTML. The only drawback to that is the fact that the HTML codes for each
suggest the ordered/unordered names. For numbered/ordered lists, thetag is<oL>, and for
bulleted/unordered lists, the tag is <uL>. Confused yet? That's my job.

For either of theselists, alineitem is designated with the empty tag <LI >. In the case of ordered lists, the
<LI > tag inserts anumber; for unordered lists, it inserts a bullet point. Examples of both follow. The
following is an ordered list:

<QL>

<Ll > |tem number one.
<LI> |tem number two.
<LI> Item nunber three.
</ OL>

And here's an unordered list:

<UL>

<LI> First item
<LI> Second item
<LI> Third Item
</ UL>

Once you've got one of these under your belt, the other looks pretty familiar, doesn't it? To see how these
look in abrowser, check figure 8.1. (Note that I've added aline of text before each to make each list easier
to identify.)

As I've already mentioned, both ordered and unordered lists can take different types of internal HTML tags.
It's even possible to include paragraph, line break, and header tagsin lists.

|Note |

Inthe HTML 2.0 standard, it's considered bad form to use the header tags in bulleted
lists, since your goal is probably only to change the size of the text for emphasis.
Header tags are designed for page organization, not emphasis. Most browsers will
interpret them correctly, but you should also stop to consider that they usually ook
pretty ugly in lists.

While you may see the potential in creating ordered lists that conform to standard outlining conventions (for
instance, Roman numerals and letters), HTML 2.0 doesn't really help much. Thereis no way to change the
<LI > number from Arabic numbers, and there's no way in HTML 2.0 to create alist that starts with
something other than 1.
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Netscape, however, has added both of these abilities, and you can be much freer in your outline, aslong as
you warn your users ahead of time to view your page with Netscape Navigator (or a Netscape-compatible
browser). Refer to Chapter 19 for more on this.

Example: Formatting Within Lists

Different formatting within lists can offer some dramatically different results, and you should take some
time to experiment. Load and save your template as anew HTML document, and enter Listing 8.1 (or
similar experiments) within the body tags.

Listing8.1 1ists. htmd Formatting Example

<BCODY>

<P>The followi ng are sone of the things that little boys are made of: </ P>

<uL>

<LI> Dirt

<Ll > Snails

<Ll > Puppy-dog <B>tail s</B>

<Ll > Worns

<LI> Various ranblings from <l >Boy Scout Magazi ne</|>

<LI> An affinity for volune controls

</ UL>

<P> And, in order of inportance, here are the things that little girls are nade
of : </ P>

<>

<Ll ><P>An instinctive ability to |isten and reason. Although relational in their
logic, and often not as <I>spatial</1> and detached in their thinking, a superior
enpat hetic capability general nakes little girls better at conflict resolution.<P>
<Ll > Qutstanding nenories. Little girls can renenber things |ike

addresses with little or no difficulty. Consider this long |ost professor of my aging
not her whose address she can still recall:<BR>

<ADDRESS>

1472 Wit heri ng Heights G rcl e<BR>

Poetsville, CT 31001<BR>

</ ADDRESS>

She visited once, and his dogs were nean to her.</P>

<Ll > The gift of <STRONG>Absol ute control </ STRONG> over all things sentient.

</ O.>

</ BCDY>

Notice that, in every instance, only anew <LI > tag is capable of creating anew linein thelist. Nearly any
other type of HTML markup is possible within a given line item. Once you've saved this document, call it
up in abrowser and notice how it's formatted (see fig. 8.2).

Directories, Definitions, and M enus

Y our other lists have something in common with one another that they don't share with ordered and
unordered lists: all of them use some permutation of the previous line-item system, but none of them
consistently use numbers or bullets. Directories and menus are basically just plain lists. Definitions are
unique among al lists because they offer two levels of lineitems within thelist structure-one for the
definition item and one for the definition itself.

Directory and Menu Lists

23 RACHINI Ali



HTML

To create adirectory or menu list, you start with its respective container tag: <DI R> or <MENU>. Of these two,
the directory list is probably more useful. Most browsers don't currently render the <MENU> command
consistently-some use a bulleted list, others use no bullets. The following is an example of <VENU>:

<MENU>

<Ll >House Sal ad

<Ll >Fresh <B>Soup of the Week</B>

<Ll >Buf fal o W ngs

<Ll >Escar got

<Ll >Li ver and Oni ons

<Ll >Tur key Sandw ch, <EMropen faced</ EM>
<Ll >Tur key Sandwi ch, <EM-pre-fab</EWM>

</ MENU>

INote |

Y ou might use the <MENU> tag when creating alist of hypertext links. It's thought that
future interpretations of the menu list may be built into future browsers, and that
designers will eventually see more benefit in using the <MENU> tag.

In theory, the <DI R> tag is alittle more limiting. It's designed as a mechanism for listing computer file
directoriesin HTML pages. Technically, it doesn't support interior HTML tags, although most browsers will
display them. The <DI R> tag is also supposed to be limited to 24 characters (for some unknown reason) and
show the filenames in rows and columns, like a bl R wcommand in MS-DOS, but the bulk of browsers
seems to ignore both of these constraints as well, asin the following example:

<Dl R>

<Ll > aut oexec. bat
<Ll > config. sys
<Ll > .signature
<Ll > . password
<Ll > System Fol der
<Ll > conmaand. com
<Ll > . kerne

</ Dl R>

Most browsers (including Netscape) will use the same font and layout for menus and directories as they will
for unordered lists. In some cases, browsers will display one or the other (more often directory lists) without
abullet point, which can make them mildly useful. Some browsers can be set to a different font for
directories and menus (versus ordered lists). So you may want to use these types, if only because some
Web-savvy users browsers will make an effort to display them differently (seefig. 8.3).

Definition Lists

Thefinal list tag is the definition list, which is designed to alow for two levels of list items, originally
conceived to be the defined term and its definition. Thisis useful in many different ways, though, and isalso
nice for its consistent lack of bullet points or numbering items (as opposed to the menu and directory
listings, which are often rendered haphazardly by browsers).

Thetagsfor thislist are the container tag <DL> (definition list) and two empty tags, <DT> (definition term)
and <DD> (definition). The <DT> tag is designed (ideally) to fit on asingle line of your Web page, athough it
will wrap to the beginning of the next lineif necessary. The <DD> tag will accept afull paragraph of text,
continuously indented beneath the <DT> term. The following is an example of all three tags:
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<DL>

<DT><B>hero</ B> <I>(n.)</I|>

<DD>A person adnired for his or her brave or noble deeds.

<DT><B>hertz</B> <I>(n.)</I>

<DD>A unit used in the neasurenent of the frequency of el ectronagnetic waves
<DT><B>hex</ B> <l >(n.)</|>

<DD>An evil spell or mmgical curse, generally cast by a wtch.

</ DL>

Notice that standard HTML mark-up is permissible within the boundaries of a definition list, and that using
bold and italics for the defined terms adds a certain dictionary-like quality (seefig. 8.4).

Tip |
Not al browsers will display definition lists in the same way, so adding spaces to
<DT> items (to get them to line up with the <DD> text) is often awaste of time.

It should also be pointed out that just because definition lists allow for two different types of list items, you
needn't necessarily use both. Using just the <DT> tag in your list, for instance, will result in alist not unlike
an unordered list-except that nearly all browserswill display it without bullets:

<DL>
<DT>M | k
<DT>Honey
<DT>Eggs
<DT>Cer ea
</ DL>

And, athough more difficult to find a use for, the <DD> item could be used on its own to indent paragraphs
repeatedly. This book occasionally uses asimilar device.

<P>| nust say that | was shocked at his behavior. He was:

<DL>

<DD><| >Rude. </ 1> Not rude in your standard sort of affable way, or even in a way that
woul d be justifiable were he i mensely weathly or critically wounded. It was just a

rudeness spilling over with contenpt.
<DD><l >Unjust.</1> |If there was sonet hing he could accuse you of falsely,
he would do it. | could al nbst see him skul king around his apartnment after a

particul arly unsucessful party, doing his best to find things stolen, which he could
bl ame on peopl e who hadn't actually bothered to show up.

</ DL>

</ P>

The definition list offers some additional flexibility over the standard lists, giving you more choices in the
way you layout the list items (seefig. 8.5).

Example: HTML Within Lists

With the definition list, there are many things you can accomplish with formatting. Y ou can experiment
with different HTML tags to see how they react within the list. Remember that, within the <DL> and </ DL>
tags, the two dataitem tags, <DT> and <DD>, reign supreme. For instance, even anew paragraph within a
<DD> tag will stay indented in most browsers.
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Load your template and choose the Save As command to give it anew name. Then type Listing 8.2 between
the body tags (seefig. 8.6).

Listing8.2 1ists2. htmi HTML Within Lists

<BODY>

<H1>Comnput er Ter nms</ H1>

<DL>

<DT><B>CPU</ B>

<DD>Central Processing Unit. This is the "brain" of a conputer, where
instructions created by the conputers system software and application

software are carried out.

<DT><B>Hard Drive</ B>

<DD>Soretinmes called a <I>fixed drive</1>, this is a device (generally

nounted inside a conputer's case) with spinning magnetic plates that is

designed to store conputer data. Wien a file is "saved" to the hard drive, it is
avai |l abl e for accessing at a later tinme.<BR>

Most system software and application progranms are also stored on the

conputer's internal hard drive. When an applications nanme is typed or icon is accessed
with a nmouse, the application is |loaded fromthe hard drive in RAM and run by the
system sof t war e.

<DT><B>Appl i cati on Software</ B>

<DD>Comput ers prograns used to create or acconplish sonething on a conputer, as
di stinct fromsystem software. Exanples of conputer application software night

i ncl ude: <BR>

Wor dPerfect (a word processing application)<BR>
M crosoft Excel (a spreadsheet application)<BRrR>
Quar kXPress (a desktop publ shing application)<BRrR>
Corel Draw (a conputer graphics application)<BR>
</ DL>

<BODY>

Using the <BR> tag allows you to create an impromptu list within the list, although everything remains
indented because it's ultimately under the influence of the <DD> tag. The definition item tags (<DT> and
<DD>) stay in effect until another instance of a definition item tag is encountered or until the </ DL> tag ends
the definition list.

Nesting Tags and Combining List Types
Since most of your HTML lists can accept HTML tags within their list items, it stands to reason that you

could potentially create lists within lists. In fact, creating alist, then creating another list as part of an item
in that first list is how you can create an outlinein HTML.

Nesting Tags
The idea of nesting comes to us from computer programming. Nesting is essentially completing an entire

task within the confines of another task. For HTML, that means completing an HTML tag within the
confines of another container tag. This could be something like the following:

<P>She was easily the nost <EMcbeautiful </EM> girl in the room </ P>
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Thisis an example of correctly nesting the <em> tag within a paragraph container. On the other hand, many
browsers would still manage to display this next code:

<P>She was easily the nobst <EMcbeautiful </P> girl in the room </ EM>

But this second example is redly poorly constructed HTML. It often works, but the <em> tag isn't properly
nested inside the <pP>. In this example, that doesn't matter too much, since you can still reason out what this
statement is trying to do.

With lists, however, things can get complicated. So it's best to remember the "nesting” concept when you
begin to add lists within lists. Asfar asHTML is concerned, a nested list works as marked-up text within the
previous list item. When the next list item is called for, HTML moves on.

ListsWithin Lists

Let'slook at an example of asimple nested list:

<QL>

<Ll >I ntroducti on

<Ll >Chapter One
<OL>
<LI> Section 1.1
<Ll> Section 1.2
<Ll> Section 1.3
</ OL>

<Ll >Chapter Two

</ OL>

Tip |
It'sagood ideato indent nested lists as shown in the example. The browser doesn't
care-it'sjust easier for you (or other designers) to read in atext editor. (Regardless of
your spacing, most browsers will indent the nested lists-after al, that's the point.)

Notice that the nested list acts as a sublevel of the Chapt er One list item. In thisway, you can simulate an
outlinein HTML. Actually, the nested list isjust HTML code that is part of the <LI >Chapt er One list item.
Asyou saw in Listing 8.2, you can use the <BR> tag to create aline break in alist element without moving
on to the next list item. Following the same theory, an entire nested list works asiif it'sasinglelist itemin
the original list.

The following:

<OL>
<Ll >Secti on Fi ve<BR>
Thi s section discusses ducks, geese, finches and swans.
<LI>Section Six
</ OL>

is essentially the same as the list that follows:

<OL>

<Ll >Section Five
<OL>
<Ll > Ducks
<Ll > Ceese
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<LI > Fi nches
<Ll > Swans
</ OL>
<Ll > Section Six
</ OL>

In both cases, the nest HTML container is simply a continuation of thefirst list item. Both the text after the
<BR> in the first example and the ordered list in the second example are part of thelist item labeled Sect i on
Fi ve. That list item is over when the next list item (Secti on Si x) is put into effect (seefig. 8.7).

Combining List Types

When nesting lists, it's also possible to nest different types of lists within one another. Thisis useful when
you'd like to vary the types of bullets or numbers used in an outline form. For instance:

<OL>
<LI >l ntroduti on
<Ll >Conpany Fi nanci al Update
<UL>
<LI>First Quarter
<Ll >Second Quarter
<LI>Third Quarter
<Ll >Fourth Quarter
</ UL>
<Ll >Adverti si ng Updat e
<UL>
<Ll >Resul ts of Newspaper Canpaign
<Ll >Additions to Staff
<Ll >New Thoughts on Tel evi si on
</ UL>
<Ll >Hurmman Resources Update
</ OL>

There's nothing terribly difficult to learn here-just the added benefit of being able to nest different types of
lists within others. You're still simply adding HTML markup code to itemsin the origina list. Thistime,
however, you have more choice over how your outline looks (seefig. 8.8).

Example: Nesting Definition Lists

Although creating outlines is nice, more often you're interested in presenting actual information on your
Web pages. Doing that in an outline form can often be helpful to your Web users. Y ou have a number of
different ways you can do that, including nesting paragraphs within ordered and unordered lists. Or you can
just use definitions lists.

Load your template and choose the Save As command to rename it. Then enter the following text between
the body tags:

<BODY>
<H2>About CQur Company</H2>
<Q.>
<Ll >Qur Leaders
<DL>
<DT><B>Ri chard B. M:Coy, CEOC</B>
<DD> Rai sed on small farmin Indiana, Dr. MCoy dreamed of something
bigger. By the time he'd graduated from Harvard Busi ness School with an MBA, he'd
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already realized part of his dream He'd narried the nost beautiful woman he'd ever
nmet and was the proud father of a baby girl. Fromthere, his life took control of his
career, and his new found interest in parenting | aunched his idea of building the
better baby bed. His invention, the Sl eepMaker 3000, was an instant success. Twenty
years later, he finds his famly roomcouch is enough incentive for himto take a | ong
nap on Saturdays after a good norning round of golf.

<DT><B>Leslie R Gerald, CFO</B>

<DD> Denying the fact that she's an accountant is nearly a full-tine
pursuit for Ms. Gerald. Having graduated at the top of her class at Northwestern
University, her life has been about 1/3 accounting, 1/3 daredevil athleticismand 1/3
sleep. In the neantinme she's found tine for a steady beau, decorating her nountain
retreat and witing a book called <I>It's Mdre Exciting Than You Think </I1> about,
believe it or not, flying ultra-light aircraft.

<DT><B>Davi d W Deacon, VP of Marketing</B>

<DD> Known as "Dave" to anyone he's ever spoken to for nore than five ninutes,
M. Deacon displays the cal mfriendliness of the consummte sal esnan, with a twist. He
actually is a nice guy. Wien he's not doing his best to pronbte our products, Dave is
wel | known in the community as a service volunteer. Last year he was awarded Seattle's
prestigous Man of the Year award in recognition of over 500 vol unteer hours and over
$50, 000 in personal contribution to various area charities.

</ DL>

<BR>
<Ll >Enpl oyees of the Month

<UL>

<Ll > January: Bill Cable, IS

<Ll > February: Janet Smiles, Marketing

<LI> March: Rich Lewi s, Finance

<LI> April: Wendy Right, Vendor Rel ations

<Ll > May: Alice Cutless, Area Sales

<Ll > June: Dean Wesl ey, Training

</ UL>
</ OL>
</ BODY>

Combining different types of lists, then, isagreat way to organize your Web site in such away that it's easy
to get at interesting information. At the sametime, it's still possible to present that information in many
different ways using various list tags (see fig. 8.9).

Review Questions

What are the two basic tagsinan HTML list?

What does a<LI > create when used in an unordered list?

Can you change the style of numbersin an ordered list (using HTML 2.0 standards)?
Which islesslikely to display with bullet points-a directory list or a

menu list?

Can you use other HTML tags (such as <B> or <em>) within HTML list containers?
What is unique about the definition list style?

Do definition lists have to be used for words and their definitions?

Does HTML force you to include both a<DT> and a <DD> tag in your definition lists?
Is nesting something that happens only in HTML lists?

0. Which of theseis an example of anested list?

(A)

<OL>
<LI >Gr oceri es<BR>
M | k<BR>

El NN o

O No O
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Soup<BR>

| ce CreanxBR>
<Ll >Qt her groceries
</ OL>

(B)
<OL>
<Ll >Groceries
<UL>
<LI> MIKk
<LI > Soup
<LI> Ice Cream
</ UL>
<LI>Other Groceries
</ OL>
11. What type of HTML lists would you use to create an outline, the major points of which were

numbered and the minor points used bullets?

Review Exercises

1. Createalist using the <DI R> and <MENU> tags. View each in your different browser and note how
some browsers render these differently from one another.

2. Create a<bDL> definition list with nothing but <DD> elements, and one with nothing but <DT>
elements. Notice how they're rendered in your browser. Definition lists used in this way are often
very useful.

3. Use nested definition lists to create your own HTML "outline." Y ou can use the <DL> elements to
number your own outline elements, like the following:

<DL>
<DT> |. Introduction
<DL>
<DT> A. \eél cone!
<DT> B. Description of Mssion Statenent
<DT> C. Conventions in this Report
</ DL>
<DT> |l. Chapter One
</ DL>
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Chapter 9
Adding Graphicsto Your Web Pages

CONTENTS

e The Specia Nature of Graphics on the Web
o The Size of Graphics Files
o Example: Watching Graphica Sites Download
o Picking Your Web Graphics File Type
e Creating and Manipulating Graphics
o Creating Graphics for the Web
o Example: Creating Graphicsin Paint Shop Pro
o Manipulating Web Graphics
o Example: Creating Thumbnails with LView Pro
e Creating Transparent GIFs
o Creating Transparent GIFsin Transparency for the Mac
o Example: Creating Transparent GIFsin LView Pro
 Embedding Graphicsin Web Pages
o Adding Graphicsto Other HTML Tags
o TheALT Attribute
o TheALIGN Attribute
o Example: Adding Graphicsto Your Web Site
e  SUMMary
e Review Questions
e Review Exercises

Now that you've seen the many ways you can add some character to your text-and use different tags to
better communicate your ideas-it's time to jazz up your pages alittle bit. Let's add some graphics!

First, though, you should know a couple of important things about placing graphics. Some of these
considerations may seem abit foreign to you, especially if you're a graphic designer or commercia artist.
Y ou haveto think in adlightly different way about graphics for your HTML pages.

Creating and Manipulating Graphics

It's no secret that alot of Web design has transitioned from manipulating text-based HTM L documents to
designing and integrating compelling graphics into Web pages. As the Web has become more commercial,
its graphical content has become more professional. If you're not up to the task of creating professional
graphics, don't worry too much; programs are available that will help you. Also, it's more important that
graphics further the usefulness of the text. The graphics in and of themselves are not the point. The point is
to make your Web pages more exciting and informative.
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It isafact, however, that Web sites are leaping forward daily into a more professional, more graphical
presentation of Web-based information. Commercial artists and designers are continuing to find new niches
on the Web. If you're a skilled computer artist, congratulations; thisiswhere you'll put your skillsto use. If
you're not, that's OK, too. Any Web designer needs to be able to manipulate and edit graphicsin a program
such as Adobe Photoshop or Corel DRAW!, but you don't necessarily have to create those graphics, if that's
not your forte.

Creating Graphicsfor the Web

Asyou get started with a program such as Photoshop or Corel DRAW!, keep in mind that the most important
consideration in creating Web graphicsisthefile size. File sizeisn't generaly the first consideration for
creating print graphics; almost any print shop or prepress house will accept large storage cartridges or tapes
that provide access to your huge full-color graphics. Not so on the Web. Y our target is as small as possible-
between 15K and 35K for larger (bigger on the screen) files.

Y ou can come up with graphics to use on your Web pages in many ways. Eventually, any graphic that you
use needs to be in a standard file format (for example, GIF or JPEG) and relatively small. But how you
come up with the final graphic has alot to do with the information that you're trying to communicate and
with your skills as an artist. The following are some of the different ways you might come up with Web
graphics:

o Creategraphicsin agraphicsapplication. Many programs for both professional and amateur
artists can output GIF- or JPEG-format files for use on the Web. Among these programs are Adobe
Photoshop, Corel DRAW!, Fractal Painter, and Fractal Dabbler.

Tip |
Any graphics program, even Microsoft Paint, can create Web graphics, although you
may need to use another program to change the graphic to an acceptabl e file format.

e Download public-domain graphics. Tons of sites on the Internet allow you to download icons,
interface elements, and other graphics for your Web site. At the same time, public-domain clipart
collections (such as those available on CD-ROM) can be useful for Web pages.

e Usescanned photographs. Using scanned photographs (especially those that you've taken yourself)
isagreat way to come up with graphics for your Web pages. Unless you have access to scanning
hardware, though, you may need to pay someone to scan the photos.

o Digital cameras. Cameras are available that allow you to take photos that can be downloaded
directly from the camerato your computer. While some of this equipment can be very expensive,
cameras under $500 do exist, and those photos can easily be converted for use on the Web.

e Use PhotoCDs. Many photo development shops can create digital files of your photographs (from
standard 35mm film or negatives) and save those files in PhotoCD format. Most CD-ROM drives
allow you to access these photos, which you can then change to GIF or JPEG format and display on
your Web pages.

Example: Creating Graphicsin Paint Shop Pro

A popular program for creating Web graphics in Windows and Windows 95 is Paint Shop Pro, which has
the added advantage of being try-before-you-buy shareware. To download Paint Shop Pro, access the URL
http://www.jasc.com/pspdl.html with your Web browser, and find the hypermedialink for downloading
the program for your particular version of Windows.
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|Note |

As with any shareware program, you should register Paint Shop Pro (by sending in the
requested fee) if you find it useful.

Paint Shop Pro arrives as a PKZip-compressed file archive, so you also need a program on your hard drive
to unzip it when the download is complete. (WinZip is available from http://www.winzip.com/.) Then
install the program in Windows and start it. Y ou should see awindow like the one shown in figure 9.2.

Y ou can use Paint Shop Pro to create a simple graphic, such asalogo or title, for your Web pages. Using
the flood-fill tool, for example, alows you to select a color and "pour” it into the window, creating a
background color for the rest of your graphic.

Click thefill-tool icon and then choose a color from the color palette. To apply that color to your graphic,
click in the graphic window.

Now select the text tool, choose another color from the palette, and click the graphic window. Type your
text (your company name, for example) in the dialog box; then click OK. Now you should be able to drag
the text around the window. When you have the text arranged correctly, click anywhere in the window to
place the text permanently (seefig. 9.3).

Before you save this graphic, you should make it as physically small as possible so that it works well on
your Web page. To cut theimage down abit, select Paint Shop Pro's rectangular selector tool. Click
somewhere near the top left corner of the graphic (at the point you want to make the new top left corner of
your cropped image), and drag the mouse pointer to the other side (bottom right corner) of the image. When
you release the mouse pointer, a thin box should appear around this slightly smaller portion of your graphic.
From the menu, choose Image, Crop, and the graphic is cropped to that size. If everything went well, you
have asmaller graphic that isjust as useful for your Web site.

Our last step isto save the graphic in afile format that's useful for the Web. Choose File, Save As. In the
Save As dialog box that appears, you can select the file type from a drop-down list (seefig. 9.4). Select
either GIF or JPEG, type afilename, and click OK.

Now you've created a graphic for use on your Web page. Use the Windows Explorer or File Manager to
check the file size. Y ou want the file to be somewhere around 20K -an ideal size for aWeb page graphic.

Manipulating Web Graphics

After you decide what graphics to use, the next step is to manipulate and edit those graphics for best use on
the Web. The preceding section discussed some of this manipulation (cropping and saving a graphic to
make it as small as possible). Following are some other ways to use graphics applications to make your
images lean, attractive, and useful:

o Keep graphicssmall. Creating smaller graphicsin thefirst place, and using the cropping tool to
take out backgrounds and extra space, are great ways to keep graphics to a manageable size.

o Usefewer colors. Many graphics applications allow you to decide how much color information
should be included in the file. Do you want to use a possible 256 colors or millions of colors? The
fewer colors you choose, the smaller your image file will be (seefig. 9.5).
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|Note |

Programs will often describe the number of colorsin agraphic using either a number
or something called bit-depth. An 8-bit graphic, for instance, offers 256 colors. How
do you calculate these numbers? Two to the power of the bit-depth is the number of
possible colors (2s = 256 colors; 216 = 65536 colors).

Createthumbnail graphics. At times, displaying alarge graphic may be necessary, especialy if
your user chooses to view it. You can give users this option by creating thumbnail graphicsin your
graphics programs and then using the thumbnails as links to identical (but much larger) graphics
files. This method allows you to create pages that contain many images, all of which are scaled
down considerably (and, therefore, download more quickly). If auser wantsto view one of the
graphics at full size, he or she can ssimply click the thumbnail graphic.

|Note |

Some browsers (notably, Netscape) can be used to resize the graphics on-the-fly.
Although thisis convenient for the designer, the entire file still must be transferred
across the Internet, thereby negating the benefits that smaller thumbnail graphics offer
in terms of downloading speed.

Example: Creating Thumbnailswith LView Pro

Another must-have program for most Windows-based Web designersis LView Pro, a shareware graphics-
manipulation program. Although the program has some of the same features as Paint Shop Pro, LView is
designed less for creating images and more for changing them from one size to another or from onefile
format to another.

Y ou can download LView by accessing the Web URL http://world.std.com/~mmedia/lviewp.html.
Choose the version for your flavor of Windows, down-load it to your computer, extract it from its Zip
archive, install it in Windows, and start it.

To resize an image to create a thumbnail, follow these steps:

1. Choose File, Open. The Open dialog box appears.
2.
3. With the image in awindow on the desktop, choose Edit, Resize. The Resize Image window appears

In the Open dialog box, find the image that you want to resize.

(seefig. 9.6).

Now you can use the slider controls or enter anew size for your thumbnails. A good ruleis
somewhere around 75 pixels wide (width isthefirst field after New Size in the dialog box).
Changing the width also changes the height in order to preserve the aspect ratio of your images.
When you have finished resizing, click OK.

Tip |
If you plan to offer many thumbnails on one page, it's a good idea to make them a
uniform width (or height) to keep the page orderly.

When you create thumbnails, you'll probably want to maintain the aspect ratio of the current graphicin
resizing, so that LView keeps the height and width of the new graphic at the same ratio as the original
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graphic, making the thumbnail smaller but similarly proportioned. Don't forget to save the new file with a
dightly different name, using the appropriate file extension (GIF or JPG).

Tip |
Whenever an application gives you the choice, you should save GIF files as interlaced

GlFs and JPEGs as progressive JPEGs. This lets the graphics display faster in many
browsers.

Creating Transparent GlFs

One very popular way to edit Web graphicsis to create transparent GIFs. This process allows you to make
one of the colors of your graphic (generally the background color) transparent, so that the Web page's col or
scheme or background graphics shows through (seefig. 9.7). Most often, it's used to give theillusion that
the graphic is part of your Web page. Y ou can use this method to add impact to your pages and to limit the
size of your graphics by doing away with elaborate backgrounds.

To be rendered with atransparent background, a GIF file must be saved in the GIF89a file format. This can
be done with Paint Shop Pro, LView Pro, Transparency for the Mac, and many other programs. Saving afile
in thisformat is simply a matter of deciding what color is going to be the transparent color when the GIF is

displayed.

Tip |
Giving the image in your transparent GIF a shadow (in a graphics application)
enhances the appearance of a graphic floating directly over the page.

Creating Transparent GIFsin Transparency for the Mac

One of the easiest ways to create atransparent GIF on the Mac isto use a simple application called
Transparency. Y ou can download the program from the Web page
http://www.med.cor nell.edu/~giles/projects.html or http://www.med. cornell.edu/~giles/projects.html.

After you download and install Transparency, double-click the program icon to start it. Pull down the File
menu and choose Open. In the Open dialog box that appears, open the GIF file that you want to changeto a
transparent GIF. Y our image is then presented in its own window (see fig. 9.8).

Point to the color in the GIF that you want to turn transparent. As you hold down the mouse button, a color
pal ette appears, with the current color selected. If you want that color to turn transparent, release the mouse
button. If you want some other color to be transparent (or if you prefer to use no transparency), point to the
color that you want to make transparent and release the mouse button. To turn off transparency, simply
select the box marked None at the top of the palette.

Now pull down the File menu and choose the Save As GIF89a command. Rename the file (or use the same
name, if you want), and saveit. The file now should appear in a Web browser as atransparent GIF.

Example: Creating Transparent GIFsin LView Pro

Windows users can create transparent GIFsin LView Pro. To do so, follow these steps:
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Load the program, and choose File, Open to open agraphicsfile. The Open dialog box appears.

2. If thefileisn't aready a GIF image, choose Retouch, Color Depth, and convert the file to a Palette
Image.

3. Select 256 colorsin the palette creation and quantizing options, and uncheck the Enable Floyd-
Steinberg Dithering checkbox.

4. Click OK.

5. Now you can decide which color will appear transparent. Choose Retouch, Background Color and
then click the color that should be transparent. Y ou can also use the dropper (click the Dropper
button) to select the color that should be transparent (seefig. 9.9).

6. With the correct color selected, choose File, Save As, and save the graphic as a GIF89a. The

background color will appear transparent in a Web browser's window.

Embedding Graphicsin Web Pages

When your graphics are created, cropped, resized, and saved in the appropriate formats, you're ready to add
them to your Web pages. To add graphics, you use an empty tag called the <I M&> (image) tag, which you
insert into the body section of your HTML document as follows:

<I MG SRC="i mage URL">

or

<I M5 SRC="pat h/fil enane" >

SRC accepts the name of the file that you want to display, and i rage URL (Or pat h/ fi | ename) isthe
absolute (full URL) or relative path (for a local file or a filein the current directory) to the image. Asthe
first example shows, you can display on your page any graphic file that is generally available on the
Internet, even if the file resides on a remote server. For graphicsfiles, however, it is much more likely that
thefileislocated on the local server, so a path and filename are sufficient.

You could enter the following text in a browser:

<HR>

<P>This is a test of the Inage tag. Here is the inage | want to
di spl ay: </ P>

<I M5 SRC="i magel.gi f">

<HR>

In this case, <I MG SRC="i nagel. gi f "> isarelative path URL, suggesting that the filei magel. gi f is
located in the same directory as the HTML document. The result would be displayed by a browser as shown
in figure 9.10.

Tip |
Y ou'll learn more about absolute and relative URLs in Chapter 10, "Hypertext and
Creating Links."

An absolute URL is essential, however, if you were accessing an image on a remote site, asin the following
example:

<I M5 SRC="htt p://ww. graphcom com pub/ graphi cs/i magel.gi f">
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(Thisexampleisfictitious.) Please realize that using a URL to a distant site on the Internet causes that site
to be accessed every time this <I M&> tag is encountered on your page, so you should probably have some
sort of arrangement with that Web site's system administrator before you link to a graphic on their server.

Adding Graphicsto Other HTML Tags

You can add graphics links to HTML tags to do various things, including placing graphics next to text
(within paragraphs) and even including graphicsin lists. The following example displays the graphic flush
with the left margin, with the bottom of the text that follows the image aligned with its bottom edge:

<P><I MG SRC="start.gif"> It's time to start our adventure in the world of
the Web. As you'll see below, there is much to learn. </P>

Words at the end of thefirst line wrap below the image (seefig. 9.11).

Another popular use for graphicsisincluding themin HTML lists. Best suited for thistask isthe <DL>
(definition) list, which allows you to use your own graphics as bullet points. (Ordered and unordered lists
display their numbers or bullets in addition to the graphic.)

A <DT> (definition term) tag can accept more than one <bD> (definition) element, so you can create a
bulleted list as follows:

<DL>

<DT>

<DD><I MG SRC="bul l et. gi f"
<DD><I MG SRC="bul l et. gi f"
<DD><I MG SRC="bul l et . gi f"
<DD><I MG SRC="bul l et . gi f"
</ DL>

This is the first point
This is the second point
Here's the third point
And so on.

VV VYV

Tip |
If you're not up to creating your own bullet points, many archives of common bullets,
graphics, and clipart images exist on the Web. Try CERN'simages at

ht t p: // www. w3. or g/ hypert ext / WW | cons or apopular site like Randy's Bazaar at
http://ww.infi.net/~rdral ph/icons/.

At the same time, you could use a definition list in conjunction with thumbnail graphicsin a list that uses
both the <DT> and <DD> tags. An example might be the following real estate agent's pages (seefig. 9.12):

<DL>

<DT><| MG SRC="Snal | _Housel14101. d F">

<DD><EM>14101 Avondal e</ EM> This executive 3/2/2 is nestled anong the live oak, with a
beautiful view of the foothills. $139, 900.

<DT><I MG SRC="Smal | House3405. d F">

<DD><EM>3405 Mai n</ EM> This tineless beauty is a cottage made for a prince (and/or
princess!) Spacious 2/1/1 is cozy and functional at the same tine, with all-new
updates to this 1880s nmsterpiece. $89, 995.

</ DL>

The ALT Attribute

None of the HTML tags that you've encountered so far offer the option of a tag attribute-an option that
somehow affects or enhances the way the tag is displayed on-screen.
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The ALT attribute for the <I Ma> tag is designed to accept text that describes the graphic, in case a particular
browser can't display the graphic. Consider the plight of users who use Lynx or a similar text-based
program to surf the Web (or users of graphical browsers that choose not to auto-load graphics). Because
those users can't see the graphic, they'll want to know what they're missing.

The ALT attribute works this way:

<I M5 SRC="i mage URL" ALT="Text description of graphic">
The following is an example:

<I M5 SRC="i magel. gi f" ALT="Logo graphic">

For people whose browsers can't display the graphic, the ALT attribute tells them that the graphic exists and
explains what the graphic is about.

Tip |
Test your site with the Load Images option turned off so that you can see how your
ALT text displays.

The ALl an Attribute

<l M5> can accept another attribute that specifies how graphics appear relative to other elements (like text
or other graphics). Using the ALI G\ attribute, you can align other elements to the top, middle, or bottom of
the graphic. It follows this format:

<I M5 SRC="i mage URL" ALIGN="direction">
INote |

The ALI GN="BOTTOW' attribute isn't necessary, because it is the default setting for the
<I MG> tag.

The ALI G\ attribute is designed to align text that comes after a graphic with a certain part of the graphic
itself. An image with the ALI GN attribute set to ToP, for example, has any subsequent text aligned with the
top of the image, like in the following example:

<I MG SRC="i nagel.gi f" ALI GN=TOP> Descriptive text aligned to top.

Giving the <I MG> tag an ALI G\="M DDLE" attribute forces subsequent text to begin in the middle of the
graphic (seefig. 9.13):

<IM5 SRC="i magel. gi f" ALI G\N="M DDLE"> Descriptive text aligned to mddle.

Order among the attributes that you assign to an image tag is unimportant. In fact, because SRC="URL" is
technically an attribute (although a required one), you can place the ALI GN or ALT attribute before the SRC
information. Anywhere you put attributes, aslong as they appear between the brackets of the <I Ma> tag, is
acceptable.

Example: Adding Graphicsto Your Web Site
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Now that you've learned how to add images to your Web pages, you have almost doubled the things that you
can do on the Web. In this example, you add graphics to a typical corporate Web page, using a couple of
methods that you've |ear ned.

To start, you need to create some graphics for your home page. If you have a corporate logo and a scanner
handy, go ahead and scan in some graphics. Alternatively, you can use a graphics programto create, crop,
and save your graphics as GIF or JPEG files. While you're at it, you may want to create some of your GIFs
astransparent GIFs.

Create alogo, a special bullet, and a photo for use on the page. Name your GIFSLOGO. G F, BULLET. G F,
and PHOTO. G F, or something similar. (If you have already created a Web site, fedl free to name the files
according to the organizational system that you're using for the site. You can also use JPEG graphicsif you
so desire.) Then load your HTML template, and save it as a new HTML document. Between the body tags,
type something like Listing 9.1.

Listing 9.1 i mages. ht M Using <1 M&> to Create | mages

<BCODY>

<IM5 SRC="I ogo. gi f" ALT="Real Corp Logo">

<H1>Weél cone to Real Corp's Wb Site</Hl>

<H2><| MG SRC="photo. gi f" ALT="Photo of CEO Bob MacFay" ALI GN=M DDLE><EM~>I' m Bob
MacFay, CEO of Real Corp. .. </ EM></ H2>

<P>W¢ at Real Corp make it our business to be as productive and hard working as you
are. That's why we've set up this Wb site...to work a little harder, so you don't
have to. Take a | ook at the various services our conpany offers, and nmaybe you'll see
why we like to say, "W're the hardest working corporation all week, every week."</P>
<DL>

<DT>

<DD><I MG SRC="bul l et.gi f" ALT="-" ALI GN=M DDLE> Full service plans for any size of
cust omers

<DD><I MG SRC="bul l et.gi f" ALT="-" ALI GN=M DDLE> On-tinme service calls, any tine, any
day of the week

<DD><I MG SRC="bul l et.gi f" ALT="-" ALI GN=M DDLE> Ful | y- equi pped nobil e

t roubl shooti ng vans

<DD><I MG SRC="bul l et.gi f" ALT="-" ALI GN=M DDLE> Ti ne honored appreciate for quality
over expedi ency

</ DL>

</ BODY>

Although the ALT attribute is optional and the bulleted list may survive without it, the example uses ASCII to
substitute hyphens for the bullet graphicsif the browser can't display images. In most cases, you'll want to
describe an image that a user can't view. For an element such as a bullet, though, you can use the ALT
attribute to substitute an ASCII character for the graphic.

For the photo of the CEO, the <I Ma> tag is called within the <H2> tag, because the <H2> container (like a
paragraph) otherwise would insert a carriage return and forcethewords ' m Bob MacFay. .. to appear
below the photo. Including the <I M tag inside the <H2> tag allows the text to appear next to the photo (see
fig. 9.14).

Play with this example a little bit to get a feel for when you should place the <I Ma> tag within another
HTML container and when you can |leave the tag out on its own. A page sometimes |ooks completely
different, based only on where you place your image tags.
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Review Questions

CoNoa~WNE

What's the single most significant concern in creating graphics for display on the Web?

True or false. The number of colors used to create a graphic can affect the size of the graphic file.
What are the two most common graphic formats used on the Web? Can you use other formats?
What does it mean when a graphic format (such as JPEG) is |ossy?

Name four ways that you can obtain graphics for your Web site.

What isthe ideal size range for Web graphics?

What are thumbnail graphics?

What specific file format must a GIF be saved in for it to work as a transparent GIF?

When used with the <I M&> tag, what sort of command or HTML element

IS SRC?

10. What is the purpose of the ALT attribute?
11. True or false. The <I M&> tag automatically inserts a carriage return after displaying its graphic.
12. Why do you never have to set the ALI GN attribute to BOTTOW?

Review Exercises

1.

2.

Use your graphics program to save the same graphic as both a GIF and a JPEG image. Then create
a Web page that loads both. Note the differencesin size and quality.

Create a GIF image and turn the background transparent with your graphics program (Paint Shop
Pro, LView Pro, or Transparency for the Mac, among others). Load both the original and the
transparent GIF into your browser (create a Web page if necessary), and notice the difference that
transparency makes. Also note whether or not the file size changes.

Use the ALI GN attribute to an <I M&> tag to align another image to the top of the first image. Play with
this feature, aligning images to ToP, M DDLE, and BOTTOM
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Chapter 10

Hypertext and Creating Links

CONTENTS

e Usingthe<A>Tag
o Section Links
o Example: A More Effective Definition List
e Using Relative URLS
o Addingthe<BASE> Tag
o Example: A Hybrid-Style Web Site
e Creating Linksto Other Internet Services
o Hyperlinksfor E-Mail Messages
o Other Internet Services
e Other Linksfor the <HEAD> Tag
o The<LINK>Tag
o The<ISINDEX>Tag
e SUMmMary
e Review Questions
e Review Exercises

Now that you've seen in detail the ways you can mark up text for emphasis and add images to your Web
pages, it's time to take the leap into making these pages useful on the World Wide Web by adding hypertext
links. The anchor tag for hypertext links is simple to add to your already-formatted pages. Y ou'll see how
URLs are useful for creating hypermedialinks and links to other Internet services.

Using the<- Tag

The basic link for creating hypertext and hypermedialinksisthe <a>, or anchor, tag. Thistag is a container,
which requires an </ A> to signa the end of the text, images, and HTML tags that are to be considered to be
part of the hypertext link. Here's the basic format for atext link:

<A HREF="URL">Text describing |ink</A>

Be aware that HREF, although it's something that you'll use with nearly every anchor tag you create, is
simply an attribute for the <A> tag. Displayed in a browser, the words Text descri bi ng |i nk would
appear underlined and in another color (on a color monitor) to indicate that clicking that text initiates the
hypertext link.

The following is an example of a relative link:

<A HREF="products. html ">Qur Product | nformation</A>
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If the HTML document to which you want a link is located el sewhere on the Internet, you simply need a
mor e compl ete, absolute URL, such as the following:

<A HREF="htt p://ww. bi gnet. net/real corp/products. htm ">Qur Product |nfornmation</A>

In either case, things end up looking the same in a browser (seefig. 10.1).
Section Links

Aside from creating hypertext links to documents on your local computer or elsewhere on the Internet, you
can create links to other parts of the same document in which the link appears. These "section” links are
useful for moving people to a new section that appears on the same Web page without forcing themto scroll
down the entire page.

Doing this, though, requires two instances of the anchor tag-one that serves as the hypertext link and
another that acts as a reference point for that link, following this format:

<A HREF="#section_nane">Link to another section of this docunment</A>
<A NAME="secti on_nane" >Begi nni ng of new secti on</A>

Notice that the anchor tag that creates the hyperlink is similar to the anchor tags that you have used
previously. The only differenceis the pound sign (#) used at the beginning of the HREF text. Thissign tells
the anchor that it islooking for a section within the current document, as opposed to within an external
HTML document.

The NAME attribute is used to create the actual section within the current HTML document. The text that the
NAME attribute containsis relatively unimportant, and it won't be highlighted or underlined in any way when
displayed by a browser. NAVE is hothing more than an internal reference; without it, though, the link won't
work.

INote |

Remember to use the pound sign (#) only for the actual hypertext link, not the NAVE
anchor. Also, realize that the NAME text is case-sensitive and that the associated HREF
text should use the same case for all letters as does the NAME. If the HREF calls for
Sect i on_ONE, and the NAME is actually Sect i on_One, the link will not work.

Example: A More Effective Definition List

In Chapter 8, "Displaying Text in Lists," you worked with the definition list tags available to use in HTML
and, in some cases, actually used them for a list of definitions. You do that again in this section, but this
time you use section links to move directly to the words that interest you.

Load the HTML template into your text editor, and choose the Save As command in your text editor to
create a new file. In the body of your HTML document, type Listing 10.1 or something similar.

Listing 10.1 i stlink. htm Creating a Definition List

<BODY>

<H2>The Definition List</Hz2>

<P>Click one of the following words to nove to its definition in the |ist:
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<BR>

<A HREF="#EPI THET" >epi t het </ A><BR>

<A HREF="#EPI TOVE" >epi t ome</ A><BR>

<A HREF="#EPCCH" >epoch</ A><BR>

<A HREF="#EPOXY" >epoxy</ A><BR>

<A HREF="#EQUAL" >equal </ A><BR>

</ P>

<HR>

<DL>

<DT><A NAME="EPI THET"><B>ep i thet </ B></ A>

<DD><EM>noun. </ EM> a descriptive, often contenptuous word or phrase
<DT><A NAME="EPI TOVE"><B>ep it o ne</B></A>

<DD><EM>noun. </ EM> soneone who enbodies a particular quality

<DT><A NAME=" EPOCH'><B>ep och</ B></ A>

<DD><EM>noun. </ EM> a division in time; a period in history or geol ogy
<DT><A NAME="EPOXY" ><B>ep ox y</B></A>

<DD><EM>noun. </ EM> a synthetic, heat-sensitive resin used in adhesives
<DT><A NAME="EQUAL" ><B>e qual </ B></ A>

<DD><EM>adj . </ EM> havi ng the same quality or status; having enough strength, courage,
and so on.

<DD><EM>noun. </ EM> a person or thing that is equal to another; a person
with simlar rights or status

</ DL>

</ BCDY>

In the exampl e, clicking one of the words that appears as a hyperlink in the first section of the paragraph
moves the browser window down to that link's associated NAMVE anchor, so that the definition becomes the
focal point of the user's attention. Obviously, using section links would be of greater usein a larger list.
Consider the implications for turning an entire dictionary into HTML documents.

Also notice that anchors can be placed within the confines other HTML tags, asin the first paragraph
container and in the definition lists of the example. In general, anchor tags can be acted on by other HTML
tags as though they were regular text. In the case of hyperlinked text, the underlining and changein color in
graphical browsers take precedence, but the hyperlinked text also has any other qualities of the surrounding
text (for example, indenting with the rest of the definition text).

In figure 10.2, notice which anchors cause the text to become a hyperlink and how the anchor tags respond
within other container tags.

Using Relative URLSs

Go back and look at the hypertext links that we discussed at the beginning of this chapter (as opposed to
section links). In most cases, the URL referenced by the HREF attribute within the anchor tag needs to be an
absolute URL, unlessit references a file located in the same directory as the current HTML document.

But consider the case of a well-organized Web site, as set out in Chapter 5, "What You Need for a Web
Ste." That chapter discussed the fact that it's not always the best idea to drop all your Web site'sfilesinto
the same directory, especially for large sites that contain many graphics or pages. How do you create links
to files that may be on the same server but not in the same directory?

One obvious way isto use an absolute URL for every link in your Web site. If the current pageis

http://mww.fakecor p.com/index.html, and you want to access a specific page that you organized into your
product s directory, you could simply create a link like the following, using an absolute URL:
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<A HREF="http://ww. f akecor p. conl product s/ new_pr ods. ht ml >Qur new
product s</ A>

These absolute URLs can get rather tedious, not to mention the fact that if you happen to change the name
of your Web server or move your site to another basic URL, you'll probably have to edit every page in your
siteto reflect the new URLSs.

Adding the <ase> Tag

The <BASE> tag is used to establish the absolute base for relative URLs used in your document's hypertext
links. Thistag is especially useful when your Web pages may appear in different subdirectories of a single
main directory, as in some of the organizational types discussed in Chapter 5. The format of the <BASE> tag
isasfollows:

<BASE HREF="absol ute URL">
Note that the <BASE> tag is designed to appear only between the <HEAD> tags.

It may be helpful to think of <BASE> as doing something similar in function to a DOS path statement. The
<BASE> tag tells the browser that relative URLs within this particular Web document are based on the URL
defined in the <BASE> tag. The browser then assumes that relative URLs derive from the URL given in the
<BASE> tag and not necessarily from the current directory of the HTML document.

Consider a document named http://mww.fakecor p.com/products/list.ntml that looks something like this:

<HEAD>

<TI TLE>Page One</TI TLE>

</ HEAD>

<BODY>

<A HREF="i ndex. ht Ml ">Back to | ndex</A>
</ BODY>

In this example, the browser triesto find a document named i ndex. ht m inthe directory pr oduct s,
because the browser assumes that all relative addresses are derived from the current directory. Using the
<BASE> tag, however, changes this example a bit, as follows:

<HEAD>

<BASE HREF="http://ww. f akecorp. conf ">
<TI TLE>Page One</TI TLE>

</ HEAD>

<BODY>

<A HREF="i ndex. htm ">Back to | ndex</A>
</ BODY>

Now the browser looks for the filei ndex. ht m in the main directory of this server, regardless of where the
current document is stored (such asin the pr oduct s directory). The browser interprets therelative URL in
the anchor tag as though the complete URL were http://www.fakecor p.com/index.html.

Tip |
If you plan to create alarge Web site, you may want to add the <BASE> tag (complete
with the base URL) to your HTML templatefile.
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Using the <BASE> tag to point to your Web site's main directory allows you to create the different types of
organization systems described in Chapter 5 by using relative URL statements to access HTML documents
in different subdirectories.

Example: A Hybrid-Style Web Site

Chapter 5 discussed the hybrid style of Web site organization, which allows you to put some common files
(such as often-used graphics) in separate directories and to organize unique files with their related HTML
pages.

In this example, you create an HTML document called pr oduct s. ht m , located at the URL
http://mww.fakecor p.com/products/products.html. Some of your graphics are maintained in a subdirectory
of the main directory of this Web site; the subdirectory is called gr aphi cs/ . You also have links to other
pages in the main directory and in a subdirectory called about / . Figure 10.3 shows this graphically.

For this example, you create only one Web page. To test the page, however, you want to create a directory
structure similar to the previously outlined directory structure and include all the files mentioned.

Begin by saving your template file aspr oduct s. ht m . Then, in your text editor, enter Listing 10.2.

Listing 10.2 baset ag. ht i Creating a Directory Structure

<HTM_>

<HEAD>

<TlI TLE>Qur Products</TI TLE>

<BASE HREF="http://ww. f akecorp. com ">

</ HEAD>

<BODY>

<I M5 SRC="products/prod_ban.gif">

<H2>Qur Product s</ H2>

<P>Here's a listing of the various product types we have available. dick
t he nane of the product category for nore information: </ P>

<DL>

<DT>

<DD><I MG SRC="gr aphi cs/bull et.gif"> <A HREF="products/pc_soft.htm ">
PC Sof t war e</ A>

<DD><| MG SRC="gr aphi cs/ bullet.gif"> <A HREF="products/ mac_soft. htm ">
Maci nt osh Sof t war e</ A>

<DD><I MG SRC="gr aphi cs/bull et.gif"> <A HREF="products/pc_hard. htm ">
PC Har dwar e</ A>

<DD><| MG SRC="gr aphi cs/ bullet.gif"> <A HREF="products/ mac_soft. htm ">
Maci not sh Har dwar e</ A>

</ DL>

<HR>

<A HREF="index. htm ">Return to Min</A>

</ BCDY>

</ HTM_>

Notice that all the hypertext link HREF commands are pointing to pages that are relative to the <BASE> URL,
which is set for the main directory of the Web site. With <BASE> set, it's no longer appropriate simply to
enter a filename for your relative URL, even if thefileisin the current directory (for example, pr oduct s/).
If all goeswell and all your references hold up, your page is displayed as shown in figure 10.4.
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|Note |

Notice that the <BASE> HREF also affects graphics placed with the <I Ma> tag.
Remember to use relative addresses for images that take the <BASE> address into
account. Only HTTP documents and images are affected by <BASE>, though, and not
other URL types (likeft p: // and gopher://).

Creating Links to Other Internet Services

Here'swhere thereal power of URLs comes into play. Remember that an URL can be used to describe
almost any document or function that's available on the Internet? If something can be described in an URL,
a hyperlink can be created for it. In the following section, you start with e-mail.

Hyperlinksfor E-Mail Messages

Creating a hyperlinked e-mail addressis simple. Using the nai I t o: type of URL, you can create the
following link:

<A HREF="mai |l to: tstauffer @ol.conf>Send ne e-mil </ A>

In many graphical browsers, this URL often loads an e-mail window, which allows you to enter the subject
and body of an e-mail message and then send it via your Internet account (see fig. 10.5). Even many of the
major online services support this hyperlink with their built-in e-mail systems.

Not all Web browsers accept themai | t o: style of URL, however, and most of those don't return an error
message. If you use this type of link, you may want to warn users. Something like the following text should
work well for users of nongraphical browsers:

<P>lf your browser supports the mailto: command, click <A
HREF="rmmi | t o: t st auf f er @ol . conl' >here</ A> to send ne an e-nail nessage.
</ P>

Other Internet Services
Using the various types of URLs discussed in Chapter 3, you can create links to nearly all other types of
Internet services aswell. For Gopher sites, for example, a hypertext link might look like the following

example:

<A HREF="gopher://marvel .l oc. gov/">the Library of Congress Gopher</A>

Most Web browsers can display Gopher menus. In most cases, clicking a gopher link points the browser at
the Gopher site, and the Gopher menu appears in the browser window.

You can create links that cause the Web browser to download a file from an FTP server, as follows:

<P>You can al so <A HREF="ftp://ftp.fakecorp.com pub/newsoft.zi p">downl oad</ A>t he
| at est version of our software.

When the connection to the FTP server has been negotiated, the file begins to download to the user's
computer (seefig. 10.6). Depending on the Web browser, this file may not be formatted correctly. Each
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browser needs to be set up to accept files of a certain type (such as the PKZip format file in the preceding
example).

INote |

Most browsers can accept hyperlinks only to anonymous FTP servers. You generally
should not include in your HTML documents linksto FTP servers that require
usernames and passwords.

Again, most browsers have some mechanism (sometimes built into the browser window) for reading UseNet
newsgroups. Some browsers launch a separate program to read UseNet groups. In either case, you can
create a link like the following:

<A HREF="news: news. answer s" >UseNet Hel p Newsgr oup</ A>

This link loads whatever UseNet reading features the browser employs and displays the specified
newsgroup (seefig. 10.7). As discussed in Chapter 3, the news: URL type does not require a particular
Internet server address to function. Each browser should be set up with its own links to the user's news
server.

Other Linksfor the <ea- Tag

You can create a couple more tags in the <HEAD> section of your HTML documents. These tags are of
varying levels of real-world usefulness, so you may want to read this section quickly and refer to it again
later if you have a question. The two tags discussed in the following sections are <LI Nk> and <I SI NDEX>.

The<Li k> Tag

The <LI NK> tag is designed to establish a hypertext relationship between the current document and another
URL. Most of the time, the <LI Nk> tag does not create a clickable hypertext link in the user's Web viewer
window. It's a little beyond the scope of this book, but programs can be written to take advantage of the

<LI NK> tag, such as a program that creates a toolbar that makes use of the relationship defined.

The <LI NK> tag generally has either of the following formats:
<LI NK HREF="URL" REL="rel ati onshi p">

or

<LI NK HREF="URL" REV="rel ati onshi p">

For the most part, <LI NK> is used to create an author-defined structure to other HTML documents on a Web
site. The attribute REL, for example, defines the relationship of the HREF URL to the current document.
Conversely, REV defines the relationship between the current document and the HREF'ed URL.

Following are two examples of <LI NK> statements:

<LI NK HREF="http://ww. f akecor p. confi ndex. ht M " REL="PARENT" >
<LI NK HREF="http://ww. f akecor p. conf product2. ht i * REV="CHI LD">
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In the HTML 2.0 standard, these definitions are relatively irrelevant-at least publicly on the Web. You more
commonly find these statements used within certain organizations (perhaps companies employing an
intranet), especially for advanced Web-based documentation efforts and for efforts that use HTML and
SGML (as discussed in Chapter 1, "What isHTML?") together.

HTML 3.0 more than likely will introduce more widespread use of the <LI NK> statement and other <HEAD>
tags for more tangible benefits.

You may want to use one <LI Nk> frequently: the REv="MaDE" link, which tells users who created the HTML
page. Although this use of <LI NK> doesn't actually call up a mai | t o: link in most browsers, some may
recognize it eventually. In the meantime, it gives people who view your source code the e-mail address of
the author, as in the following example:

<LI NK HREF="mmi | t o: t st auf f er @ol . coni’ REV="MADE" REL="AUTHOR'>

You also should include a mai | t o: anchor tag in the body of your document to allow people to respond to
your Web page. Using both is encouraged, but it's ultimately up to you.

Tip |
Y ou can find more information about <LI Nk>, and the various values for REL/ REV, at
http://ww. sq. conl papers/ Rel ati onshi ps. htni .

The <1 si NDEX> Tag

Adding the <1 sI NDEX> tag to the <HEAD> of your document allows some Web-server search enginesto
search your Web pages for keywords. If your Web server offers such a search engine and the user's browser
supports these searches, the user will be presented with a simple search box when this page isloaded. The
user can then enter the text he or she wants to search for on your page.

Thetag itself is very straightforward and requires no further attributes, as the following example shows:

<HEAD>
<| SI NDEX>
</ HEAD>

INote |

If someone else runs your Web server, you may want to ask that person whether you
should include the <1 SI NDEX> tag. If the administrator offers a server-based search
engine, he or she may have you use the <I SI NDEX> tag, or he or she may insert it into
your document himself or herself.

Example: A Graphical, Hyperlinked Listing

Another interesting use of lists and hypertext links features the <DL> list, with an interesting twist. This
example throws in thumbnail versions of some graphics that suggest what the links access. The user can
access alink by clicking the associated graphic.

This example shows a popular HTML menuing format; it offers alow-bandwidth way to offer a visual
reference for a database-style Web site. On a page such as this, you could list artwork, movie reviews, other
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Web sites, acompany's products, alist of people, screen shots of computer programs, or just about anything
else graphical.

Create anew HTML document from your template, and then enter text and tags according to the examplein
Listing 11.3.

Listing 11.3 1i nknenu. ht i Creating a GraphicsListing

<BODY>

<H2>Suggest ed Search and Directory Pages</ H2>
<P>Ready to Search the Net? Click the associated icon to junp to that
particul ar Wb search page. </ P>

<DL>

<DT><A HREF="gui de. i nf oseek. com' ><I MG SRC="i nf oseek. gi f"> The | nfoseek
Engi ne</ A>

<DD>I nf oseek of fers a broad range of searching and directory options, and
is a fine place to start your search on the Wb. It's also possible to

search other services, |ike UseNet and O assifieds. <I>Tip:</I> For best
results, put proper names or conplete phrases in quotes, |like "Mcrosoft
W ndows" .

<DT><A HREF="www. yahoo. coni ><| MG SRC="yahoo. gi f"> The Yahoo Directory</A>

<DD> W dely regarded as the earliest attenpt to organi ze the Wb, Yahoo

remains a fornidable directory of links to useful sites. Searching isn't as
conprehensi ve as some others, but the directory is the main reason to use Yahoo,
anyway.

<DT><A HREF="www. | ycos. conf ><I MG SRC="I|ycos. gi f"> The Lycos Search Engi ne</ A>
<DD> Image isn't everything, and Lycos doesn't give the prettiest search
results. But if you're confortable with relatively plain |listings, Lycos

of fers one of the |arger databases of Web Sites avail abl e.

</ DL>

</ BODY>

Review Questions

wpnE

No gk

© ©

10.

IS HREF a tag or an attribute?

Do local links and distance links look any different when they are viewed in a browser?

What type of link is <A HREF="+#i ntro" >l nt r o</ A>? Can you tell from the link what document will
be accessed?

Isit possible to include HTML markup tags (such as emphasis tags) inside anchor tags?

What is the purpose of the <BASE> tag, and in what part of the HTML document does it appear?
True or false. The <BASE> tag's HREF attribute requires arelative URL.

Would the following link succeed? (Assume that the e-mail addressis correct.)

<A HREF="mai |l to://buddy@ol . con' >Mai | ne! </ A>

What two attributes for the <LI Nk> tag are discussed in this chapter?

Does the <LI Nk> tag create a hypertext link in the browser window?

If your Web server is administered by someone el se, what's the best way to find out whether the
<l SI NDEX> tag will do you any good?
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Review Exercises

1. Create a hypertext link that points to a section of another document. (Hint: use the URL and a
section name, like http://www.fakecor p.com/products.html#clothing). Don't forget the NAMVE anchor
in the second document.

2. Using the <BASE> tag, change the following so that the URL and image SRC attribute are relative:

<BODY>

<I M5 SRC="http://ww. fakecorp. com i mges/| ogo.gif">

<P> Wl cone to <A HREF="http://ww. f akecor p. conf about. ht M " >Bi gCor p</ A> on the
World Wde Web! </ P>

</ BODY>

3. Create a page about your hobbies and interests. (This might be a great About page for your personal
Web site.) On the page, include links to interesting sites that coincide with your description. (For
instance, if you like sports, you might create a link to http://www.cnn.com/SPORTS/ for the benefit
of your users.)
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Chapter 12
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In Chapter 11, "Using Links with Other HTML Tags," you spent some time creating clickable images,
which make Web pages more graphically appealing and (ideally) alittle more intuitive. This chapter takes
creating a graphical interface to your Web site one step further.

With image maps, you can create an entire interface for your Web pages and sites that rivals the interfaces
of popular multimedia games, graphical operating environments, and interactive kiosks. Thefirst 11
chapters of this book have said that the Web is about text, but that fact doesn't mean that you can't use some
great graphics to spice up your presentation.

| mage M aps Defined

The map part of image map conjures up two separate images. First, image maps on Web sites often act like
road maps for the Web site, adding interface elements that make it easier to get around on the Web site.
Second, the word map al so suggests the way that image maps are created. Image maps begin life as normal
graphics (usualy in GIF or JPEG format), designed with the Web in mind. Then another program is used to
map hot zones (clickable areas) on top of the graphics.
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When put in place on a Web page, an image map allows users to access different HTML pages by clicking
different parts of the graphic. Because each hot zone has an associated URL, and because each hot zone
corresponds to part of the graphic, maneuvering about a Web site becomes more interesting, graphical, and
interactive.

Example: The Apple Web Site

Apple Computer offers avery interesting example of an image map on the main page of its Web site. To
check out the page, load your graphical Web browser, connect to the Internet (if you're not aready
connected), and enter http://www.apple.com/.

When the page loads in your browser, you'll see the interface, which looks alittle like a futuristic hand-held
computer, on-screen.

INote |

Notice how long it can take a graphical interface to load over your connection,
especidly if you use amodem to access the Internet.

This example isn't terribly structured, but it allows you to play with the image map interface. Y ou may
already have agood deal of experience with such interfaces, especialy if you've spent alot of time on the
Web.

By simply pointing at part of the graphic, you may be able to bring up a URL in the status bar at the bottom
of your browser bar (seefig. 12.1). This bar shows you where the various hot zones for the image map are
and at what coordinates your mouse pointer appears.

Check out one more thing. If the image map fills your screen, scroll down in your browser window so that
you can see what's bel ow the interface on Apple's Web page. The text directly below the interface almost
exactly mirrors the hyperlink options you have with the image map, because image maps, unlike clickable
graphics, don't offer an ALT statement for the various hot zones. So you have to include additional links to
cater to your users of nongraphical browsers.

Under standing How I mage M aps Work

Creating an image map involves three steps:. creating the graphic, mapping the graphic for hot zones, and
placing the correct information (along with the correct programs) on the Web server itself. This section
discusses the Web server; the next section talks about defining hot zones.

For more information on creating graphic images for Web pages, see Chapter 9, "Creating and Embedding
Graphics."

To offer your users the option of using image maps, you must have a special map server program running on
your Web server. For UNIX-based servers, this program will most often be NCSA Imagemap; other
platforms have their own map server programs.

TheMap Server Program
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When a user clicks an image map on a Web page, the browser determines the coordinates of the graphic (in
pixels) that describe where the user clicked. The browser then passes these numbers to the map server
program, along with the name of the file that contains the URLSs that correspond to these coordinates.

NCSA Imagemap, then, simply accepts the coordinates and |ooks them up in the database file that defines
the hot zones for that image map. When NCSA Imagemap finds those coordinates and their associated URL,
it sends a"connect to URL" command (just as a hypertext link does) that causes your browser to load the
appropriate HTML document.

|Note |

If you're running your own WebStar or MacHT TP server from a Macintosh, you can
use amap server called MapServe, which you can download from

htt p://ww. spub. ksu. edu/ ot her/ machttp tool s/ napserve/ napserve. htni .
For the most part, other commercial Web servers for UNIX and Windows NT include
map server capabilities.

The Map Definition File

To determine which parts of the image map are linked to which URLS, the map server program must have a
map definition file at its disposal. Thisfileis generally atext file with the extension MAP, stored
somewhere in the Ca - BI N directory for your Web site. Exactly where thisfileis stored depends on the
combination of your Web server and map server. Let it suffice to say that you'll need to consult your server's
documentation or your |1SP.

The map definition file looks something like figure 12.2. Y ou can create thisfile and save it as a standard
ASCII text file with the appropriate extension; fortunately, you probably won't have to.

Y ou can define different shapesin the file; these shapes correspond to the shapes of the hot zones that
overlay the graphic that you want to use for your image. Each set of coordinates creates a point on the
graphic. The coordinates are expressed in pixels, with each pair of numbers representing the number of
pixelsto the right and down, respectively, from the top left corner of your graphic.

The shapes require a different number of points to define them. Rectangles require two points, for example,
and polygons require as many points as necessary. Luckily, the number of pointsinvolved isn't something
that you'll have to worry about. Simply by using a map editing program for Windows or Macintosh
(discussed later in this chapter in the sections, "MapEdit for Microsoft Windows and XWindows" and
"WebMap for Macintosh"), you can automatically create the map definition file required for your map
server.

INote |

Y ou can create image maps without map servers and map definition files by using a
technology called client-side image maps. Currently a Netscape technology, this
technology eventually may become an HTML 3.0 standard. For more information, see
Chapter 17, "Client-Side Image Maps."

The Various Shapes of Hot Zones

This section briefly defines the shapes of hot zones. Hot zones can be in any of the following shapes:
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e rect (rectangle)-This shape requires two points. the upper left coordinates and the lower right
coordinates.

e circle-To create acircular region, you need coordinates for a center point and an edge point. The
circleisthen computed with that radius.

e point-A point requires only one coordinate. The map server software decides which point the mouse
pointer was closest to when the shape was clicked (provided that the click didn't occur in another hot
zone).

e poly (polygon)-You can use up to 100 sets of coordinates to determine all the vertices for the
polygon region.

o default-Any part of the graphic that is not included in another hot zone is considered to be part of
the default region, aslong as no point zones are defined. If a point is defined, then default is
redundant, since the map server will evaluate any click (outside of a hot zone) and choose the nearest
point.

Defining Your Image Map Hot Zones

Asadesigner, you are responsible for doing two things in the hot zone definition process. First, you need to
define the hot zones to create the image map-that is, you need to decide what URL the coordinates will
correspond to when the image map is clicked. Second, you need to create the map definition file that makes
the hot zone information available to the Web server. For Windows and Macintosh users, luckily, programs
that do both are available.

MapEdit for Microsoft Windows and X-Windows

Available for al flavors of Windows (Windows 95, Windows 3.1, and Windows NT) and for most types of
UNIX, MapEdit is a powerful program that allows you to graphically define the hot zones for your image
maps. Y ou can access and download the latest version of this program viathe MapEdit Web site
(http://www.boutell.com/mapedit/).

When you have the program installed and you double-click itsicon to start it, follow these steps to define
your map:

1. Choose File, Open/Create from the MapEdit menu. The Open/Create Map dialog box appears.

2. Inthe Open/Create Map dialog box, enter the name of the map definition file you want to create and
the name of the graphic file you want to use for your map. Y ou should also use the radio buttons to
determine whether you'll use CERN or NCSA map definitions. (Consult your map server software or
ISP if you're not sure whether to use CERN or NCSA.)

3. Click the OK button. The Creating New Map File dialog box appears. In this dialog box, click Yes.
After amoment, MapEdit displays your image file.

4. To create anew hot zone, choose the shape from the Tools menu; then click one time for each point
required for the shape. For arectangle, click once to start the rectangle and then click where you'd
like the opposite corner of the triangle to appear. For acircle, click for the middle, and then drag out
the circle and click when you've got the right radius. The triangle tool is actually a"polygon” tool, so
click for each point in the polygon. Then, right-click at the last point (to connect your last point to
the first point and compl ete the shape).

5. When the shape is created, the Object URL dialog box appears (see fig. 12.3). Enter the URL that
you want to associate with your new hot zone. (Y ou also can enter comments, if you want.) Then
click OK to continue.

6. Add more shapes by following steps 4 and 5 until you finish mapping your graphic.
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Choose File, Save. Now you have a. MAP file for your image map.

Tip |
By choosing File, Edit Default URL, you can determine whether your image map
includes adefault URL for clicks outside your hot zones.

Example: MapEdit and a Simple Button Bar

In this example, you use MapEdit to create a simple button bar-alittle like the menu bar that you created
with clickable graphics in Chapter 11, except for the fact that this one is an image map. Start by drawing an
appropriate graphic in a graphics application and saving it as a GIF file. For this example, name thefile

t est bar. gi f. Then follow these steps:

1
2.

3.

5.
6. Enter thefollowing URL:

7.
8.

Open MapEdit, and choose File, Open/Create. The Open/Create Map dialog box appears.

In this dialog box, enter testbar.map for the map file and testbar .gif for the graphicsfile. (If you
saved the GIF filein adifferent directory, use the Browse button to find and load it.)

When the graphic loads, pull down the Tools menu and make sure that Rect is selected.

Draw rectangles for the buttons, providing an appropriate URL for each button. For this example
(four buttonsin dl), use the following URLS:

http://www.fakecor p.com/index.html

http://www.fakecor p.com/product.html

http://www.fakecor p.com/ser vice.html

http://www.fakecor p.com/help.html

Choose File, Edit Default URL. The Default URL dialog box appears.

http://www.fakecor p.com/error.html
Choose File, Save.
Choose File, _Quit.

Y ou've created your map definition file. To look at the file, open Notepad (or asimilar text editor), and load
thefilet est bar. map into it. The file should look something like figure 12.4 (although the coordinates are
bound to be slightly different).

WebMap for Macintosh

If you're aMacintosh user, you can use a program called WebMap, which is similar to MapEdit. Y ou can
download WebMap from http://www.city.net/cnx/softwar e/webmap.html. Install the program; then
double-click itsicon to start it.

To create an image map in WebMap, follow these steps:

1
2.

3.

Choose File, Open.

In the Open dialog box, select the graphic that you want to use for your map and the name of the
map definition file that you want to create.

Click the OK button. After amoment, MapEdit displays your image file.

To create anew hot zone, choose the shape from the floating tool palette, and drag to create a hot
zone. For arectangle, circle, or oval, click and hold the mouse in the top left corner of your shape,
drag the mouse to make the shape the desired size, and then release the mouse button. To create a
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polygon, choose the polygon shape from the tool palette and then click once on the graphic for each
point in your polygon. To complete the shape, click once on the first point you created.

5. When the shape s created, enter the URL in the space provided above the graphic file (seefig. 12.5).
Y ou can use the pointer tool (the one that looks like a mouse pointer) to select different shapes that
you've created and then edit their URLSs.

6. To create adefault URL, use the pointer tool to click the graphic background (not a shape). Def aul t
URL should appear in the comment window. Then enter the default URL in the URL text box.

To create your map definition file, pull down the File menu and choose Export As Text. In the resulting
dialog box, you can name your map file and save it in CERN or NCSA format. Now you're free to save the
graphic and quit the program.

Adding Image Mapsto Your Web Page

After you create your image map and your map definition file, you're ready to add alink for your image
map to your HTML page. Y ou can accomplish this task in a couple of ways, depending on your Web server.
In essence, though, the only major difference between an image map and a clickable image (refer to Chapter
11) isanew attribute for the <I M tag: | SMAP.

Image maps follow this format:

<I M5 SRC="gr aphi c. ext" | SMAP>
INote |

It's perfectly acceptable to add other <I M&> tag attributes (such as ALT) to your image
map definition.

Using the | SMAP attribute doesn't do much for you unless the image map is aso a hyperlink, so the
following code is everything that you need to add an image map to your Web page:

<A HREF="URL" ><| MG SRC="gr aphi c. ext" | SMAP></ A>

Our next step isto figure out what to use as the URL in this hyperlink.

ThelmageMap URL

The URL that you're interested in accessing isn't a particular Web page, because using an URL to a
particular Web page would defeat the image map concept; the link would act like aregular clickable
graphic. Instead, you want the URL to access the map definition file. You'll have to ask your ISP (or figure
out for yourself) where on the server the map file is stored.

Some Web servers allow you to store the map definition file anywhere on the server; the servers are smart

enough to figure out that you're accessing a map definition file and take care of the rest. In that case, you
could simply store the map definition file in the current directory and access it as follows:

<A HREF="nymap. map" ><| MG SRC="nymap. gi f" | SMAP></ A>

If you have an understanding server, this method may work for you.
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Other servers may require you to access a particular directory on the server, such asthe/ cgi - bi n/ or
/ bi n/ directory, where server scripts (mini computer programs) are stored. In such a case, something like
the following examples may be the way to access the image map:

<A HREF="http://ww. myserver.com cgi - bi n/ nymap. nap><l MG SRC="nynap. gi f" | SMAP></ A>

or

<A HREF="http://ww. nyserver.conl bi n/ mymap. map><I MG SRC="nynmap. gi f" | SMAP></ A>

If the server requires you to access one of these scripting directories, though, it may not want you to access
the map definition file directly. Instead, the server will want you to use an dias.

Some servers store all map information in asingle database file (often called i magemap. conf ) and require
you to access information within the database by using an aias. You and your Web server administrator
have to determine what this aliasis. In that case, your link would look more like the following:

<A HREF="http://ww. myserver.com bi n/ mynap><l MG SRC="nymap. gi f" | SMAP></ A>
Example: Testing Your Link

The best way by far to participate in this example isto confer with your ISP, place your map definition file
on the Web server, and test it from aremote location using the correct URL. If that procedure doesn't work,
you can manage some testing on your own.

Save your template as anew HTML file, and have an image-mapped graphic handy in the same directory.
Then enter Listing 12.1 between the <BODY> tags.

Listing 12.1 i ng_nap. ht M Adding Image Mapsin HTML

<BODY>

<A HREF="http://ww. server. conm mymap. map><l MG SRC="nymap. gi f" | SMAP ALT=
"My | mage Map"></ A>

<H2>Weél conme to ny page! </ H2>

</ BCDY>

INote |

If you're going to test this example on an actual Web server, you need to replace the
URL with the appropriate one for your Web site (and add the type of link to your map
info file that's required for your server). Also, use the real name of the mapped GIF
fileinthe <1 M&> tag.

Savethe HTML file and then load it in agraphical browser. If your graphic came up, chances are that you
set the <I M&> tag correctly. Notice that many browsers do not display a colored link border around the
graphic, because the graphic is now considered to be an image map.

Before clicking any of the hot zones, move your mouse pointer around on the image map graphic. If you
have a status bar at the bottom of your browser window, you may notice that the link keeps changing (see
fig. 12.6). Along with the URL of your map definition file, you should be seeing the current coordinates of
your pointer. All thisinformation is sent to the map server to help it figure out what region you clicked. (If
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you're testing this image map from your local drive, the status bar test is the only part of the example that
will work.)

Now, if you are testing your image map on the Web server, go ahead and click the map to make sure that all
the links work. If you're viewing the image map locally, turn off the graphics-loading option in your
browser, and reload the page. Y ou should notice that there's now no way to access the hyperlinks in the
image map-that's why you also need text links for your image map pages.

Image Map Design Tips

This chapter has covered creating and linking an image map to your Web page fairly thoroughly. Image
maps are a bit of a departure from standard text-markup HTML, however, so you should learn alittle bit of
design theory and Web-rel ated netiquette before you leave this chapter. Please try to keep some of the
following suggestions in mind when you add image maps to your Web pages:

o Useimage maps sparingly. The best way to use an image map is as a clickable menu bar or some
other easy-to-recognize interface element. The point isn't really to see how graphical you can make
your Web pages-just how intuitive.

« Remember that image maps are usually little more than big graphicsfiles. Ultimately, the key
to graphics on the Web is keeping them small. Even if your image map is incredibly attractive, users
will be annoyed if they have to wait many minutes for their four possible choices to download to
their browsers. Use al the tipsin Chapter 9 to keep your graphic as small as possible, and use image
maps only to enhance usability.

o Image mapsrequireredundant text links. Unless you plan to leave out everyone who can't view
your graphics, you need to create text links that do everything that your image map does. Remember
that with clickable graphics, the ALT attribute takes care of the problem. The ALT attribute doesn't
work for image maps, because a single image map graphic can have many links, so you need to
create an identical text link on your page for every hot zone link in your image map.

o Stick to normal shapes whenever possible. Rules are made to be broken, but in general, you
should try to be conservative with your image maps (see fig. 12.7). A graphic that looks as though it
has rectangular buttons should function as though it has rectangular buttons. In other words, make
your hot zones correspond logically to the image map graphics. Random hot zones randomly annoy
USErsS.

Review Questions

Why are the graphics discussed in this chapter called image maps?

What three steps do you follow to create an image map?

What file format is the map definition file saved in?

Isit important to know what type of map server program your Web server is using? Why or why

not?

How do you find out where to store your map definition file?

. How many points are required for a rectangle in a map definition file? What is the maximum number
of points that you can use for a polygon?

7. Trueor false. You can create an image map without a map editing program.

8. Which files must you create for an image map to work?

9. Do the shapes (rect, poly, point, and so on) that you draw in a map editing program show up in the

Web browser window? Why or why not?
10. Why is defining a default map definition redundant if you have already defined a point?

~pOODNPRE

o U
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11. Aside from the URL to the map definition file, what information does the Web browser send to the
Web server? What does the designer do to make this happen?

Review Exercises

1. Createtwo different map definition files for the same graphic, one using the CERN method and one
using NCSA. Compare the two definition files and notice the differences.

2. Again create two different map definition files for the same graphic, this time using all polygon
shapes for one of the definitions and all squares for the other definition. Compare the two definition
files. Are polygons considerably more complicated than standard shapes?

3. Create abutton bar (or menu bar) using a series of clickable graphics. Then, create asimilar button
bar using an image map. Which takes more work? Which will take more time to download to a
browser (i.e., which method takes up more drive space)?
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The next set of HTML tags are designed to allow you to enhance the interactivity of your Web pages by
increasing your ability to request information from users. Using the forms tags, you can ask usersto enter
text information, choose from menus, mark checkboxes, make choices from radio buttons, and then send
that information to the Web server for processing.

Using Forms and Form-Capable Browsers

Although the forms tags are a part of the HTML 2.0 standard, it's important to recognize that not all
browsers are capable of viewing them-especially older browsers and text-based browsers. Users need to
have forms-aware browsers, like the current versions of NCSA Mosaic, Netscape Navigator, and Microsoft
Internet Explorer, among others. Generally, other browsers will simply ignore the forms commands if they
can't deal with them.

Tip |
|It's agood ideato let your users know that they're about to jump to aform-based page |
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whenever possible. Forms pages are awaste of time for users of older browsers that
don't support them.

The idea behind a Web form is simple-it allows you to accept information or answers from your users with
varying levels of guidance. Users can be asked to type answers, choose their answers from alist of
possibilities you create, or even be limited to choosing one answer from a number of options that you

specify.

That datais then passed on to the Web server, which handsiit to a script, or small program, designed to act
on the data and (in most cases) create an HTML page in response. In order to deal with forms data then, you
need to understand alittle something about scripting, or programming, for a Web server-or know someone
who does. While learning to program is beyond the scope of this book, we'll look at how these scripts work
in Chapter 14, "Form Design and Data Gathering with CGI Scripts.”

INote |

Most Web server scripts are written in Perl, C, or UNIX shell scripts. If your Web
server is DOS, Windows, or Mac based, however, you may have other options. Some
DOS Web servers allow you to script in the DOS batch language, while some
Windows servers can accept Visua Basic scripts (not to be confused with Microsoft's
new Visual Basic Script language). Mac Web servers generally alow for AppleScript
or Frontier scripting.

Creating the Form

In an HTML document, forms are set between the <FORM> container tags. The form container works as
follows:

<FORM METHOD="how_t o_send" ACTI ON="URL of script">
...formdata. ..
</ FORM>

Notice that the <FORMW> tag takes two attributes: METHOD and ACTI ON. The METHOD attribute accepts either
POST or GET asitsvaue. POsST is by far the more popular, asit allows for a greater amount of datato be sent.
GeT isalittle easier for Web programmers to deal with, and is best used with single responses, like asingle
textbox.

The second attribute is ACTI ON, which simply accepts the URL for the script that will process the data from
your form. Most often the script is stored in adirectory called bi n/ or cgi - bi n/ located on your Web
server.

An example of the <FORM> tag then, would be the following:

<FORM METHOD="SEND" ACTI ON="htt p://wwv. f akecorp. com cgi -bin/register_script">
</ FORW>

Aswith any HTML container tag, thisimplementation of the <FORM> tag has actually created a complete

form (just like <P> and </ P> is a compl ete paragraph). Unfortunately, our complete form doesn't do
anything yet, so that's somewhat academic.
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|Note |

Y ou can't nest forms within one another. Y ou need to add the end tag </ FORW> for the
first form before creating another one in the same document. Generally, browsers will
ignore any new occurrences of the <FORM> tag, since the purpose of thetag isto tell
the browser how to submit datato the server, and different parts of the form can't be
submitted in different ways.

Example: Someone Else's Form

Let'stake aquick look at aform that's been created by someone el se-one that most seasoned Web browsers
have encountered at one time or another. Load up your Web browser and point it to
http://webcrawler.com/.

Thisisthe WebCrawler page, a Web search engine offered by America Online. Y our next stepisto view
the source of this document. Select the View Document Source command in your Web browser's Edit menu.
What you see will ook something like figure 13.1.

INote |

Nearly all graphical browsers have a View Source command. Look in the Edit menu
for this command or a command with asimilar name. The HTML source of the
current Web document will then be displayed or saved as atext file.

Notice a couple of things here. The <FORM> tag at WebCrawler is using the ACTI ON and METHCD attributes
that were discussed. ACTI ONis accessing a script called webQuer y found in the cgi - bi n/ directory of the
Web server. The METHOD used iS SEND.

Tip |
Although you shouldn't copy others work, don't forget that you can always use View
Source commands to learn how something was done on the Web.

Text Fields and Attributes

One of the more common uses for formsisto accept multiple lines of text from a user, perhaps for feedback,
bug reports, or other uses. To do this, use the <TEXTAREA> tag within your form. Y ou can set thistag to
control the number of rows and columnsiit displays, athough it will generally accept as many characters as
the user desires to enter. It takes the following form:

<TEXTAREA NAME="vari abl e_nanme" ROWS="nunber" COLS="numnber">
default text
</ TEXTAREA>

It may surprise you to find that <TEXTAREA> is a container tag, sinceit just puts a box for typing on the page.
What's contained in the tag is the default text-so you can guide your users by letting them know what you'd
like entered there. For instance:

<FORM>
<TEXTAREA NAME="comments" ROWNB="4" COLS="40">
Enter coments about this Wb site.
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Good or Bad.
</ TEXTAREA>
</ FORW>

The default text appears in the textbox just as typed. Noticein figure 13.2 that text inside the <TEXTAREA>
tag works like <PRE> formatted text. Any returns or spaces you add to the text are displayed in the browser
window. In fact, notice that by hitting Return after the opening <TEXTAREA> tag, I'm inserting a blank line at
the top of the textarea (in many browsers).

The NAME attribute is a variable name for this string of text. It gets passed on to your processing script on the
Web server. ROns and coLS can accept different numbers to change the size of the textarea box, but you
should take care that the majority of browsers can see the entire box on-screen. It's best to limit coLs to 80,
and ROWs to something like 24 (the typical size for atext-based computer screen). But it's up to you.

<TEXTAREA> Will also accept one other attribute: WRAP. WRAP can be set to OFF (which is the default if WrAP
isnot included), VI RTUAL, or PHYSI CAL. Setting wrap to PHYSI CAL forces the browser to include actual line
breaks in the text when sending it to the Web server. Vi RTUAL makes the textbox seem to offer line wrap,
but sends a continuous stream of words to the Web server (unless the user has entered returns on his or her
own).

Example: Web-based Feedback Form

| mentioned before that <TEXTAREA> is commonly used to gather feedback from your Web users. To create a
small form to do just that, save your default template as anew HTML document and enter the following:

<BODY>

<H3>Feedback For nx/ H3>

<P>P| ease take a nonment to tell us what you thought of the Wb site.<BR>
Your Feedback is appreciated!</P>

<FORM METHOD="POST" ACTI ON="cgi - bi n/ f eedback" >

Enter your conments bel ow. <BR>

<TEXTAREA NAME="comments" ROAB="10" COLS="70" WRAP="VI| RTUAL" >
Dear Bi gCor p:

</ TEXTAREA>

</ FORW>

</ BODY>

Y ou can see how thislooksin figure 13.3. Notice in the example that some descriptive text is enclosed
inside the <FORM> tag, but outside of the <TEXTAREA> tag. Thisis completely legal-it just lets you explain
what the purpose of the textareais.

Y ou may have realized that there's something lacking in this sample form. There's no way to submit the
user'sentry! You'll get to that in the next section, when | discuss this next tag for form entry.

The «iwur> Tag

Our next tag for HTML forms give you the opportunity to be a bit more picky about the type of input you're
going to accept from the user. The <I NPUT> tag follows the following format:

<I NPUT TYPE="type_of box" NAME="variabl e" SIZE="nunmber" MAXLENGTH="number">
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Now, technically, the only required attributes are TYPE and NAME. Some other "types' of the input tag will
also accept the attribute VALUE. But first, let's ook at the different types of <I NPUT>.

INote |
|By the way, notice that <I NPUT> is an empty tag. There's no </ | NPUT> element. |

TEXT

Thefirst possible value for the TYPE attribute is TEXT, which creates a single-line textbox of alength you
choose. Notice that the length of the box and the maximum length entered by the user can be set separately.
It's possible to have a box longer (or, more often, shorter) than the maximum number of characters you
allow to be entered. Here's an example of atextbox:

Last nane: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="I| ast_nane" SIZE="40" MAXLENGTH="40">

When appropriately entered between <FORM> tags, this <I NPUT> yields abox similar to figure 13.4. If
desired, the attribute VAL UE can be used to give the textbox a default entry, as in the following example:

Type of Conputer: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="conputer" SIZE="50" MAXLENGTH="50"
VALUE=" Pent i uni' >

PASSWORD

The PASSWORD option is nearly identical to the TEXT option except that it responds to typed letters with bullet
points or asimilar scheme (chosen by the browser) to keep the words from being read. A sample password
box could be the following:

Enter Password: <INPUT TYPE="PASSWORD' NAME="password" S| ZE="25" MAXLENGTH="25">
When characters are typed into this textbox, they are shown on the screen asin figure 13.5.

Recognize that the text is still stored as the text typed by the user-not as bullet points or similar characters.

CHECKBOX

Thisvalue for TYPE alows you to create a checkbox-style interface for your form. Thisis best used when
there are two possible values for a given choice-and no others. Y ou can aso determine whether or not a
checkbox will aready be checked (so that it must be unchecked by the user, if desired), by using the
attribute CHECKED. Here's an example of adding checkboxes to aform:

Type of conputer(s) you own: <BR>

<I NPUT TYPE="CHECKBOX" NAME="Pentiunm' CHECKED> Penti um
<|I NPUT TYPE="CHECKBOX" NAME="486"> 486-Series PC

<I NPUT TYPE="CHECKBOX" NAME="Maci ntosh"> Maci nt osh

In this example, it's possible to check as many of the options as are presented. CHECKBOX evaluates each item
separately from any others. Figure 13.6 illustrates how CHECKBOX is displayed in a browser.

RADI O
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Like CHECKBOX, RADI Ois designed to offer your user a choice from pre-determined options. Unlike
CHECKBOX, however, RADI Ois also designed to accept only one response from among its options. RADI O uses
the same attributes and basic format as CHECKBOX.

RADI Orequires that you use the VAL UE attribute, and that the NAMVE attribute be the same for al of <I NPUT>
tags that are intended for the same group. VALUE, on the other hand, should be different for each choice. For
instance, look at the following example:

Choose the conputer type you use nost often: <BR>

<I NPUT TYPE="RADI O' NAME="Conputer" VALUE="P" CHECKED> Penti um
<I NPUT TYPE="RADI O' NAME="Comput er" VALUE="4"> 486-Series PC
<I NPUT TYPE="RADI O' NAME="Conputer" VALUE="M > Maci ntosh

<I NPUT TYPE="RADI O' NAME="Computer" VALUE="Q'> O her

With RADI O, it'simportant to assign a default value, sinceit's possible that the user will simply skip the entry
altogether. While the user can't check more than one, he or she can check none. So choose the most
common value and set it as CHECKED, just so that the form-processing script doesn't have trouble.

INote |

Of course, if you want to give your user the option of choosing none, then you can
leave off the CHECKED attribute. It's more complete and obvious for the user, however,
to include another radio button with a VALUE of none, and make it the CHECKED choice.

H DDEN

This <I NPUT> type technically isn't "input” at all. Rather, it's designed to pass some sort of value along to
the Web server and script. It's generally used to send a keyword, validation number, or some other kind of
string to the script so that the script knowsiit's being accessed by avalid (or just a particular) Web page. The
<I NPUT TYPE="H dden" > tag takes the attributes NAME and VAL UE.

|Note |

Thisisn't realy terribly covert, since an intrepid user could ssmply choose View
Source to see the value of the hidden field. It's more useful from a programmer's
standpoint. For instance, on alarge Web site, the hidden value might tell a multi-
purpose script which particular form (among many) is sending the data, so the script
knows how to process the data.

RESET

The <I NPUT> tag has built into it the ability to clear an HTML form. RESET simply creates a push button
(named with the VALUE string) that resets all of the elementsin that particular FORMto their default values
(erasing anything that the user has entered). An example would be the following:

<I NPUT TYPE="RESET">

With a VALUE statement, you could enter the following:

<I NPUT TYPE="RESET" VALUE="Reset the Forni>
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The results are shown in figure 13.7.

SUBM T

The <1 NPUT> tag aso has atype that automatically submits the data that's been entered into the HTML

form. The suBM T type accepts only the attribute VALUE, which can be used to rename the button. Otherwise,
the only purpose of the Submit button isto send off all the other form information that's been entered by
your user. See the following two examples (see fig. 13.8):

<I NPUT TYPE="SUBM T" >
<I NPUT TYPE="SUBM T" VALUE="SEND IT IN ">

Y ou can use just about anything you want for the VALUE, although it's best to remember that really small
words, like OK, don't ook great as buttons. To make a button larger, enter the VALUE with spaces on either
end, like in the following:

<I NPUT TYPE="SUBM T" VALUE=" &0 ">

Example: A More Complete Form

Along with al the other <I NPUT> types, now you've finally got away to submit data. So, let's create a more
involved form that includes some of these examples-a subscription form.

Save your HTML template to create a new document. Then, enter something similar to Listing 13.1.

Listing 13.1 scrp_frmhtmi Creatinga Complete Form

<BODY>

<H2>Subscri be to Cor pWorl d</ H2>

<P>Interested in receiving daily emanil updates of all the latest exploits of BigCorp?

Vel |, now you can. And, best of all, it's free! Just fill out this formand subnmit it
by clicking the "Send it In" button. We'll put you on our mailing list, and you'll
receive your first email in 3-5 days.</P>

<FORM METHOD="Send" ACTI ON="htt p://wwv. f akecor p. com cgi - bi n/ subscri be">

Pl ease complete all of the foll ow ng: <BR>

First Nanme: <INPUT TYPE="Text" Name="first" SIZE="25" MAXLENGTH="24"><BR>
Last Nane: <INPUT TYPE="Text" Nane="l|ast" S|ZE="35" MAXLENGTH="34"><BR>
Busi ness: <I NPUT TYPE="Text" Name="busi ness" SIZE="50" MAXLENGTH="49"><BR>
We nust have a correct emnil address to send you the newsletter: <BR>

Emai | : <I NPUT TYPE="Text" Nanme="enmmil|" S| ZE="50" MAXLENGTH="49"><BR>
How di d you hear about BigCorp's emil |etter?<BR>

<I NPUT TYPE="RADI O' NAME="hear" VALUE="web" CHECKED>Here on the Wb

<I NPUT TYPE="RADI O' NAME="hear" VALUE="mag">ln a nagazi ne

<I NPUT TYPE="RADI O' NAME="hear" VALUE="paper">Newspaper story

<I NPUT TYPE="RADI O' NAME="hear" VALUE="ot her">Q her

<BR> Woul d you care to be on our regular mailing Iist?<BR>

<|I NPUT TYPE="CHECKBOX" NAME="snail mail" CHECKED> Yes, | |ove junk mail <BR>
<I NPUT TYPE="RESET">

<I NPUT TYPE="SUBM T" VALUE="Send it inl">

</ FORM>

</ BCDY>
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Notice that, for text type <I NPUT> boxes, the MAXLENGTH is one |ess than the size of the box. Thistends to
look alittle better, but choosing the size is up to you. Figure 13.9 shows how it looks on a Web page.
(You'll get to straightening everything out and making it look great in Chapter 14.)

Creating Pop-Up and Scrolling M enus

The last types of input that you can offer to users of your Web page revolve around the <SELECT> tag, which
can be used to create different types of pop-up and scrolling menus. Thisis another element designed
specifically for allowing users to make a choice-they can't enter their own text. The <SELECT> tag requires a
NAME attribute and allows you to decide how many options to display at once with the SI zE attribute.

Using <SELECT>

Also notice that, like <TEXTAREA>, <SELECT> is a container tag. Options are placeed between the two
<SELECT> tags, each with a particular VALUE that gets associated with <SELECT>'S NAME attribute when
chosen. The following is the basic format:

<SELECT NAME="vari abl e">
<OPTI ON SELECTED VALUE="val ue"> Menu t ext
<OPTI ON VALUE="val ue"> Menu text

</ SELECT>

The attribute SELECTED is simply designed to show which value will be the default in the menu listing.
val ue can be anything you want to pass on to the Web server and associated script for processing. An
example might be:

Choose your favorite food:

<SELECT NAME="f ood">

<OPTI ON SELECTED VALUE="ital"> Italian
<OPTI ON VALUE="t exm'> TexMex

<OPTI ON VALUE="st ek"> St eakHouse

<OPTI ON VALUE="chi n"> Chi nese

</ SELECT>

You can also use the sI zE attribute to decide to display the menu in its entirety, by simply changing the first
line of the exampl e to the following:

<SELEC-I— NANE:"f Ood" SI ZE:II 4|| >
Both examples are shown in figure 13.10.

In the first example, selecting the menu item with the mouse causes the menu to pop-up on the page. The
user can then select from the choices. In the second example, it's necessary to click the desired item.

Allowing More than One Selection
One more attribute for the <SELECT> tag allows the user to select more than one option from the menu.

Using the MULTI PLE attribute forces the menu to display in its entirety, regardless of the SI ZE attribute. An
example might be the following: (the result appearsin figure 13.11):
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VWhat type of cars does your family own (select as nmany as apply)?
<SELECT NAME="cars" MJLTI PLE>

<OPTI ON VALUE="sedan"> Sedan

<OPTI ON VALUE="coupe" > Coupe

<OPTI ON VALUE="m van"> M ni van

<OPTI ON VALUE="covan"> Conversi on Van

<OPTI ON VALUE="st atn"> St ati onwagon

<OPTI ON VALUE="sport"> SUV (4x4)

<OPTI ON VALUE="truck"> O her Truck

</ SELECT>

Example: Order Form

With all of these possibilities for the form, you can manage some fairly complete data entry interfaces for
users. Consider thisone: an online order form. Used in conjunction with a secure Web site, this form could
be used to process purchase orders over the Internet.

Save your template as a new HTML file and enter Listing 13.2's example text between the <BODY> tags.

Listing 13.2 ordr_frm htm Creating an Order Form

<BODY>

<H3>Onl i ne Order Fornx/ H3>

<P> Pl ease enter your nanme, billing address and shi pping address. Pl ease
don't forget the order nunber fromour online catalog |istings. Thanks for shopping
Bi gCor p! </ P>

<FORM METHOD="SEND' ACTI ON="htt p://ww. f akecor p. cont cgi - bi n/ order" >

<HR>

Pl ease enter a full name and address for BILLI NG purposes: <BR>

First Nane: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="first" S|ZE="25" MAXLENGTH="24"><BR>
Last Nane: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="last" S| ZE="35" MAXLENGTH="34"><BR>
Address: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="address" SIZE="60" MAXLENGTH="59"><BR>
City: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="city" SIZE="25" MAXLENGTH="24">

State: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="state" SIZE="3" MAXLENGTH="2"> ZI P:

<I NPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="zip" SIZE="6" MAXLENGTH="5"><BR>

<HR>

<I NPUT TYPE="CHECKBOX" NAME="same_add"> Check if Shipping Address is
different from Mailing Address

<HR>

<TEXTAREA NAME="shi p_add" ROAG="3" COLS="60" WRAP="PHYSI CAL">Ent er shi ppi ng address
here if different from above.

</ TEXTAREA>

<HR>

Pl ease enter the code for the product you wi sh to purchase: <INPUT TYPE=
"TEXT" NAME="prod_num' SIZE="7" MAXLENGTH="6">

<HR>

How woul d you like to pay for this?<BR>

<SELECT NAME="credit">

<OPTI ON SELECTED VALUE="nmmst"> MasterCard

<OPTI ON VALUE="vi sa"> Vi sa

<OPTI ON VALUE="amex"> Ameri can Express

<OPTI ON VALUE="di sc"> Di scover

</ SELECT>

Pl ease enter the card nunmber: <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="cred nunm S| ZE="17"
MAXLENGTH=" 16" ><BR>

Expiration date (01/99): <INPUT TYPE="TEXT" NAME="exp_date" S| ZE="6"
MAXLENGTH=" 5" ><HR>

<BR>
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Pl ease take care that everything is filled out correctly, then click "Submt Order."
If you'd like, you can select the "Reset" button to start again. dicking the "Submt
Order"” button will send your order to BigCorp and your credit card will be

char ged. <BR>

<I NPUT TYPE="reset">

<BR>

<I NPUT TYPE="submit" VALUE="Submt Order">

</ FORW>

</ BCDY>

Here you've taken advantage of most of the options available to you for forms (see fig. 13.12). Notice that, if
the checkbox for Check if Shipping Address is different from Mailing Addressis left unchecked, you can
assume (in the processing script) that the textarea can be ignored. Also notice how using the MAXLENGTH
attribute for st at e: and zI P: allows you some very basic error checking in these fields. At least, you know
that users are entering the correct number of characters.

Once the user clicks the Submit Order button, the script on your Web server takes over. The script should be
designed to accept the data, add it to your internal order-processing database (if appropriate), and respond
to the submission with an HTML page confirming the order and offering any additional help or instructions.
Then, hopefully, the product will ship on time!

Review Questions

What are the two values for the <FORM> attribute METHOD? Which are you more likely to use?

What does the ACTI ON attribute accept?

What is a <TEXTAREA> form element used for? How does the user enter data?

<TEXTAREA> is a container tag. What does it contain?

Why sort of element is TYPE asit relates to the <I NPUT> tag?

Aside from how they look, what's the major difference between checkboxes and radio buttons?

How do you define a checkbox or radio button as the default value?

How do you tell an HTML formto send its data to the Web server?

What type of interface element does the <SELECT> tag display?

10 If you use the attribute MULTI PLE with the <SELECT> tag, what happens to the way the menu
displays?

11. How do you define the default value in a <SELECT> menu?

CoNSOO~WDNE

Review Exercises

1. Create a simpleformthat lets your user send you an e-mail message. (Hint: you can use the
mai | t o: type of URL to actually cause the formto mail the form data to your e-mail account.)

2. Create a formthat offers the following choices in a pop-up menu, a series of radio buttons, and a list
of checkboxes. Make a different value the default in each. The choices are: North, South, East, and
West.

3. Using a Select menu, create two different menus of the following items. Make one a pop-up menu
and the other a scrolling menu. The choices are: Life, Liberty, Happiness, Death, and Taxes.
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Chapter 15

Adding Tablesto Your Documents

CONTENTS

e CregtingaTable
e The<TABLE>Tag
o Example: Playing with Table Attributes
e Captions, Table Headers, and Table Data
o <CAPTION>
o Table Rows
o Table Dataand Rows
e SUMmMary
e Review Questions
e Review Exercises

Many chapters ago you learned to use the <PRE> tag to create preformatted tables that align your data and
text for easy reading. The HTML 3.0 table specification, however, takes you far beyond that. Tables are a
great addition to any Web site-especially sites that need to offer alot of information in an easy-to-read way.
Unfortunately, tables can't be viewed by all browsers. So, you need to proceed with alittle caution and
consideration.

INote |

The current HTML 3.0 tables standard, in its entirety, isn't viewable by many
browsers. In this chapter, everything discussed is part of the HTML 3.0 standard-but
something less than the entire thing. Creating tables in this way will make your tables
viewable in the widest number of browsers.

Creating a Table

Tableswork alot like HTML list tags, in that you must use the table container tag to hold together a group
of tags that define each individual row. The main container isthe <TABLE> tag, which uses enclosing tags
for table rows (<TR>) and table data (<TD>). Most tables will aso use an element for table headers (<TH>)
which is generally used as the title text for rows and columns.

Tables take the following format:

<TABLE>

<CAPTI ON>Caption text for table</ CAPTI ON>

<TR><TH>col uml</ TH><TH>col um2</ TH><TH>col um3</ TH>
<TR><TD>r owldat al</ TD><TD>r owldat a2</ TD><TD>r owldat a3</ TD>
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<TR><TD>r ow2dat al</ TD><TD>r ow2dat a2</ TD><TD>r ow2dat a3</ TD>
</ TABLE>
An example of atable using this format might be the following:

<TABLE>

<CAPTI ON>Team Menbers for 3-Person Basket bal | </ CAPTI ON>
<TR><TH>Bl ue Teank/ TH><TH>Red Teanx/ TH><TH>G een Teanx/ TH>
<TR><TD>M ke R </ TD><TD>Leslie M </ TD><TD>Ri ck G </ TD>
<TR><TD>Julie M </ TD><TD>Walter R </ TD><TD>Dal e W </ TD>
<TR><TD>Bi || H. </ TD><TD>Jenny Q </ TD><TD>Fred B. </ TD>

</ TABLE>

After you work with HTML list containers, it's fairly easy to make the jump to creating tablesin HTML.
Y ou can see how thistable looksin figure 15.1.

The <tase- Tag

The <TABLE> tag is actually arather complex creature, at least insofar asit can accept many different
attributes. Some of the attributes are more useful than others, so let's look at the most useful of them as they
currently stand:

e ALIGN. TheALI GN attribute is used to determine where the chart will appear relative to the browser
window. Valid values are ALI GN=LEFT and ALI G\N=RI GHT. As an added bonus, text will wrap around
the table (if it's narrow enough) when the ALI GN=LEFT or ALI GN=RI GHT attributes are used.

e W DTH. The W DTH attribute sets the relative or absolute width of your table in the browser window.
Values can be either percentages, asin W DTH="50% , or absolute values. With absolute values, you
must also include a suffix that defines the units used, asin px for pixelsor i n for inches (e.g.,

W DTH="3. 5i n"). Absolute values for table widths are discouraged, though.

e COLS. The caLs attribute specifies the number of columnsin your table, allowing the browser to
draw the table as it downloads.

e BORDER. The BORDER attribute defines the width of the border surrounding the table. Default valueis
1 (pixél).

e CELLSPACI NG. The CELLSPACI NG attribute tells the browser how much space to include between the
walls of the table and between individual cells. (Vaueisanumber in pixels.)

e CELLPADDI NG. The CELLPADDI NG attribute tells the browser how much space to give data elements
away from the walls of the cell. (Valueisanumber in pixels.)

It is definitely not necessary to use all of these attributes for your table-in fact, the smple table example
earlier didn't use any of them. Often, however, they will come in handy.

Example: Playing with Table Attributes
Thisis another fairly freeform example. Let's ook at the difference between aplain table and atable

embellished with afew attributes. Insert Listing 15.1 in anew HTML document.

Listing 15.1 badt abl e. ht i Creating a Plain Table
<BCODY>
<H2> Bi gCorp's Conputer Systens </ H2>
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<P>We use only the highest quality conponents and software for all of our
Wntel conputer systens. Plus, if you don't see a configuration you |iKke,
call (or emnil) and let us know. We'Il custombuild to please!</P>
<TABLE>

<CAPTI ON>Bi gCorp' s Conputer Systens and Specificati ons</ CAPTI ON>
<TR><TH>Syst em 486</ TH><TH>Syst em 586</ TH><TH>Syst em 686</ TH>
<TR><TD>486DX2- 66 CPU</ TD><TD>120 MHZ AMD586</ TD><TD>200 Mz Pentium Pro</ TD>
<TR><TD>8 MB RAM/ TD><TD>16 MB RAM</ TD><TD>16 MB RANK/ TD>

<TR><TD>500 MB HD</ TD><TD>1 GB HD</ TD><TD>1.4 GB HD</ TD>

<TR><TD>14. 4 Modenx/ TD><TD>28. 8 Mbdenx/ TD><TD>28. 8 Modenx/ TD>
<TR><TD>deskt op case</ TD><TD>mi ni t ower case</ TD><TD>t ower case</ TD>
<TR><TD>DOS/ W n 3. 1</ TD><TD>W ndows 95</ TD><TD>W ndows NT 4. 0</ TD>

</ TABLE>

</ BODY>

Now, take a quick glance at how thislooksin abrowser (seefig. 15.2).

Last time we tried asimpletable, it communicated its datawell. But this oneisfairly ineffective, with
everything lined up so poorly. Using just the attributes only mentioned, though, you can change this table so
that it looks better to the user and is easier to read.

All that needsto changeisthefirst <TABLE> tag:

<TABLE BORDER ALI G\N="LEFT" CELLSPACI NG="3" CELLPADDI NG="3">

That makes for a much nicer looking table, complete with borders and lines for cells, and a comfortable
amount of spacing to separate cell data elements from one another (see fig. 15.3).

Therest of this exampleis up to you. Play with CELLSPACI NG and CELLPADDI NG without a border, for
instance, or increase all values out of proportion. See the range of what's available, to help you choose how
to format your tablesin the future.

Captions, Table Headers, and Table Data

To round out your tables, you have the other basic tags to examine. Y ou've aready successfully used
<CAPTI ON>, <TH>, and <TD>, but each has its own attributes and abilities that you need to know about.

<CAPTI ON>

The <CAPTI ON> tag is a container for reasons that may be obvious-it allows you to nest other HTML tags
within the description. For instance:

<CAPTI ON><B>Table 3.1 fromthe book <I>Life in El Sal vador</|></B></ CAPTI O\>

Just about any sort of markup tags are possible inside the <CAPTI ON> tags, although some-like list tags-
wouldn't make much sense.

The <CAPTI ON> tag has one attribute, ALI GN. ALI GN="TOP" and ALI G\=" BOTTOM' are encouraged. By
default, text isalso aligned to center (horizontally). By TOP and BOTTOM I'm referring to the entire table; the
caption will default to the top of the table if not otherwise specified. To align the caption to BorTom for
instance, enter the following:

2 RACHINI Ali



HTML

<CAPTI ON ALI GN="BOTTOM >Tabl e of Common Foods</ CAPTI ON>

The <CAPTI ON> tag is commonly the first tag just inside the <TABLE> tag (although this placement is not
required). Regardless of where you place the <CAPTI ON> tag, however, you must use ALI GNto force it to the
bottom of the table. Otherwise, it will appear at the top, according to its default.

Let's create an entire table and use the ALI GN attribute to the <CAPTI ON> tag to force the caption to the
bottom, like this:

<BODY>

<H3>Favorite I ce Cream Fl avors</ H2>

<TABLE BORDER>

<CAPTI ON ALI G\N="BOTTOM >Data from the <l >New Jersey Ti nes</|></ CAPTI O\N>
<TR><TH>Dat e</ TH><TH>Chocol at e</ TH><TH>Vani | | a</ TH>

<TR><TH>1970</ TH><TD>50%</ TD><TD>50%</ TD>

<TR><TH>1980</ TH><TD>76%</ TD><TD>24%</ TD>

<TR><TH>1990</ TH><TD>40%</ TD><TD>60%</ TD>

</ TABLE>

</ BODY>

When the browser interprets this table, it should place the caption at the bottom of the table, centered
horizontally (seefig. 15.4).

Table Rows

Tablerows (<TR>) can accept one attribute you should concern yourself with-ALI GN. The ALI GN attributeis
used to determine how text will appear (horizontally) in each of the rows data cells. For instance:

<TR AL|I G\=" CENTER" ><TH>Dat e</ TH><TH>Chocol at e</ TH><TH>Vani | | a</ TH>
<TR ALI GN=" CENTER' ><TH>1970</ TH><TD>50%</ TD><TD>50%</ TD>
<TR ALI G\=" CENTER"' ><TH>1980</ TH><TD>76%</ TD><TD>24%</ TD>
<TR ALI G\=" CENTER' ><TH>1990</ TH><TD>40%</ TD><TD>60%</ TD>

Here, I've added the ALI GN attribute (with avalue of CENTER) to the rows in the previous example. Notice
now that all cells center data horizontally (seefig. 15.5). This ALI GN attribute can also accept LEFT and
RI GHT.

INote |

HTML 3.0 aso supports another useful attribute, VALI GN, which accepts the values
TOP, BOTTOM and CENTER. Using this attribute, you can choose to align cells vertically
aswell as horizontally. Until they support VALI G\, non-HTML 3.0 browsers should
ignore VALI GN. Unfortunately, those are currently the most popular browsers!

Table Data and Rows

Y ou've already used the <TH> and <TD> tags to include headers and datain your tables. Y ou may have
noticed that, essentially, the only difference between the two is that <TH> emphasizes (bol dfaces) the text
and <TD> does not. Now, technically, the <TH> is atag that the browser interprets as a header and thus
displays text in away that's distinct from the <TD> tag. In practice, that generally meansit's turned bold.
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Aside from accepting nearly any type of HTML markup tags within them, both tags can accept four
attributes (in most HTML versions). These are ALI GN, VALI G\, COLSPAN, and ROWSPAN. If you were to add
all of these attributes, atypical <TH> (or <TD>) tag would be formatted like the following:

<TH ALI G\N="direction" VALI G\="direction" COLSPAN="nunber" ROWSPAN="italics">

ALl GNisused to align the data within the cell horizontally, accepting values of LEFT, Rl GHT, and CENTER.
Note that ALI GNis redundant when used with the ALI GN attribute of <TR>, unlessit is used to override the
<TR ALl G\=> Setting.

VALI GNis used to align the data vertically within cells. Possible values are TOP, BOTTOM and CENTER.
COLSPAN and ROWSPAN are used to force a cell to span more than one column or row, respectively. An
example of this might be:

<TABLE BORDER>

<TR><TH>St udent </ TH><TH>Test 1</ TH><TH>Test 2</ TH><TH>Aver age</ TH>
<TR><TH>M ke M </ TH><TD>100</ TD><TD>75</ TD><TD ROWSPAN=" 3" >N/ A</ TD>
<TR><TH>Susan T. </ TH><TD>80</ TD><TD>95</ TD>

<TR><TH>Bi I | Y.</ TH><TD COLSPAN="2">Dr opped Cour se</ TD>

</ TABLE>

Viewed in abrowser, the table looks like figure 15.6.

Example: An Events Calendar

One interesting way to use atableisto create a calendar, which is possible with what we now know about
attributes for tables and table elements. Let's create a calendar for November 1996. We'll also throw in some
hypertext links that would (presumably) be used to discuss events planned for those days. Enter Listing 15.2
inanew HTML document.

Listing 15.2 cal endar. ht i UsingHTML Tablesto Create a Calendar

<BODY>

<H2>Comi ng Event s</ H2>

<P>Click any of the days highlighted in the cal endar to read about the event schedul ed
for that day.</P>

<TABLE BORDER W DTH="75% >

<CAPTI ON>Bi gCor p' s Cal endar of Events - Novemnber 1996</ CAPTI ON>

<TR ALI G\=" CENTER' ><TH>Sun</ TH><TH>Mon</ TH><TH>Tue</ TH><TH>Wed</ TH><TH>Thu</ TH>
<TH>Fri </ TH><TH>Sat </ TH>

<TR ALI G\="CENTER' ><TD COLSPAN="5">&nbsp; </ TD><TD>1</ TD><TD>2</ TD>

<TR AL| G\=" CENTER' ><TD>3</ TD><TD>4</ TD><TD>5</ TD><TD>6</ TD><TD>7</ TD><TD>8</ TD>
<TD>9</ TD>

<TR ALI G\=" CENTER' ><TD>10</ TD><TD><A

HREF="nov11. ht m " >11</ A></ TD><TD>12</ TD><TD>13</ TD><TD><A

HREF="nov14. ht m " >14</ A></ TD><TD>15</ TD><TD>16</ TD>

<TR ALl G\=" CENTER' ><TD><A HREF="nov17. ht m ">17</ A></ TD><TD>18</ TD><TD>19</ TD>
<TD><A HREF="nov20. ht m ">20</ A></ TD><TD>21</ TD><TD>22</ TD><TD>23</ TD>

<TR ALI G\=" CENTER' ><TD>24</ TD><TD>25</ TD><TD>26</ TD><TD>28</ TD><TD>29</ TD><TD>
30</ TD><TD>31</ TD>

</ TABLE>

</ BODY>
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Notice the &nbsp; inthe <TD> tag that is defined with COLSPAN? That is an escape sequence for Web
browsersthat tellsit "l want anon line-breaking space here." Without that, the extra-long cell won't be
rendered correctly (with a complete border) because there's nothing in that cell. With it, this table looks like
acaendar (seefig. 15.7).

Example: Product Specifications

One thing that hasn't really been touched on so far isthe possibility of including images in tables. It's
definitely possible, and just about as easy as anything else you've done with tables.

In this example, let's create a product specifications table for a couple of our company's computer systems.
With liberal use of the ALI GN and VALI GN attributes, this should come out looking rather pretty. Insert
Listing 15.3 in anew HTML document.

Listing 15.3 aligntbl . ht i Using ALI GNand VALI GNwith Imagesin an HTML Table
<BODY>

<H2>Pr oduct Specifi cati ons</ H2>

<P>The following table will tell you a little nore about our computer
systenms. Clicking on the nane of each systemwll tell you even nore,
offering a full-size photo of the system and some suggestions on

peri pheral s. </ P>

<HR>

<TABLE BORDER CELLSPACI NG="2" CELLPADDI NG="2">

<CAPTI ON>CQur Syst em Confi gurati ons</ CAPTI O\>

<TR ALI G\=" CENTER' ><TH>Phot o</ TH><TH>Nane</ TH><TH>RAM</ TH><TH>Har d

Dri ve</ TH><TH>Vi deo</ TH><TH>Expansi on</ TH><TH>Case</ TH>

<TR ALI G\=" CENTER' ><TD><| MG SRC="sm _6001. G F"'></ TD><TD><A HREF="6001. htm ">
System 6001- 60</ A></ TD><TD>8 MB</ TD><TD>500 MB</ TD><TD>1 MB PCl </ TD><TD>4 PC
Sl ot s</ TD><TD ROWSPAN=" 2" >Deskt op</ TD>

<TR ALI G\=" CENTER' ><TD><| MG SRC="sm _7001. G F"></ TD><TD><A HREF="7001. htm ">
System 7001- 75</ A></ TD><TD>16 MB</ TD><TD>1. 0 GB</ TD><TD>1 MB PCl

</ TD><TD>5 PCl

Sl ot s</ TD>

<TR ALI G\=" CENTER' ><TD><| MG SRC="sm _8001. G F" ></ TD><TD><A HREF="8001. htm ">
Syst em 8001- 120</ A></ TD><TD>20 MB</ TD><TD>1. 6 GB</ TD><TD>2 MB PCl

</ TD><TD>5 PCl

Sl ot s</ TD><TD>Tower </ TD>

</ TABLE>

</ BCDY>

Graphicslook very nice in tables, and they work well to enliven what would otherwise be drier, text-heavy
information (like computer specs). I've offered up some creative uses of attributesin this example, but |
think it wasworth it (seefig. 15.8).

Review Questions

Why doesn't this chapter discuss the entire HTML 3.0 tables standard?

Does the ALI GN attribute for <TABLE> allow text to wrap around the table?

What doesthei n stand for in the attribute definition W DTH=" 3. 5i n" for the <TABLE> tag?
What's the different between the attributes CELLPADDI NG and CELLSPACI NG?

True or false. You must always define a value for the BORDER attribute to the <TABLE> tag.

agrwpdNE
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If I had tmhe following example:

<TABLE>

<TR><TH>Soup</ TH><TD>Chi cken Nood| e</ TD>
<TR><TH>Sal ad</ TH><TD>Tossed G een</ TD>
<CAPTI ON>My favorite foods</ CAPTI O\>

</ TABLE>

where would the <CAPTI ON> text appear relative to the table?
Isit possibleto ALI GN all of the data cellsin a particular row with the <TR> tag?
What happens in the following example?

<TD>Ted Davi d<BR>M ke Rogers<BR>Bi || Howel | </ TD>
Which is used for horizontal alignment when used as an attribute to the <TD> tag, ALI GN or VALI GN?

10. What possible reason could there be to force a<TD ALI G\> tag definition to override a<TR ALI G\>

tag?

Review Exercises

1. Create acaption, aigned to the bottom of the table, that includes an image. Does it work correctly?
2.
3. Create atable of "thumbnail” images, with an small image, description of the image, and the image's

Create atable that uses images as the column headers.

filename in each row. Make each image clickable, so that alarger image appears (on a new page)
when the user clicks the thumbnail.

Create atable with no visible border (BORDER="0"). With thistable, it's possible to lay out very
intricate pages, with text and graphics aligned to the left or right of the page. Use the table to place a
paragraph of text on the |eft side of the page and three clickable graphics on the right side. (Hint:
Use ROWSPAN on the paragraph's cell.)
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